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Pride before 
the fall but then 
came a new beginning 


God in the life of 
Jonathan Aitken is an 
Easter story of a 
journey from success 
to disgrace, from pain 
to an ‘indescribable’ 
serenity, 
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Bring St 
Pau 1 's to 
your jubilee 


Churches across Britain can celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee by bringing the St Paul’s Cathedral 
Jubilee Service into their community, thanks to a suggestion by the Bishop of Dorchester 


THE QUEEN is attending the 
Royal Jubilee Service at St 
Paul’s Cathedral at 11.30am 
on Tuesday 4 June. The service 
will be broadcast live by the 
BBC and thanks to an initiative 
by the Bishop of Dorchester, 
the Rt Revd. Colin Fletcher, 
you can almost be there your- 
self. St Paul’s has given permis- 
sion for local church congrega- 
tions to set up large screen tele- 
vision projectors so that they 
can join in by screening the ser- 
vice directly ‘off air’. 

Sense of occasion 

‘Churches can create a real 
sense of occasion around this 
service’, said Bishop Colin. 
‘They can invite local commu- 
nity leaders, lay on a bring and 
share lunch, and invite the bell 
ringers to ring a celebration 
peal. With today’s technology, 
going to your local church or 
village hall to join in the Royal 
Jubilee Service will be almost 
like being there’ he said. 

The Royal Jubilee Office is 
considering providing com- 
memorative hymn sheets to up 
to a thousand churches. ‘We 
will announce on 15 April 
whether we have enough sup- 
port to make this initiative 


work nation-wide. In the mean 
time, I am writing to my fellow 
Bishops to ask them to invite a 
few key churches in their 
Dioceses to take part’, said 
Bishop Colin. 

The idea has already won the 
support of a number of 
churches in the our area. The 
Revd Roger Humphreys, 
Rector of Bladon with 
Woodstock, is keen to join in. 
‘We have discussed this with 
the PCC and fully intend to 
take part. We think there will 
be enthusiasm and encourage- 
ment for this in the local com- 
munity’, he said. 

Bell ringers join in 

The Guild of Bell Ringers has 
welcomed the suggestion that 
local churches might ring a 
peal of bells following the 
Royal Jubilee Service if their 
local church is taking part. 
Bobbie May, a leading member 
of the Oxford Diocesan Guild 
of Bell Ringers, responded 
enthusiastically: ‘Local bell 
ringers will welcome this, 
because we want to take part in 
local celebrations.’ 

The BBC is producing a 
guide on how to screen a tele- 
vision service in church so that 


people can see clearly, as well 
as joining in the hymns. Whilst 
larger churches might wish to 
use a projector and large 
screen, smaller churches can 
use multiple television screens. 
‘We are still working on issues 
like the television licence, but 
provided no video recordings 
are made and entrance is free 
of charge, St Paul’s Cathedral 
tells us there are no copyright 
issues’, said Bishop Colin. 

If the initiative gains enough 
support, the BBC guide will be 
available through a link with 
the Royal Jubilee Website, 
together with details of the ini- 
tiative, a guide to getting local 
publicity, and an order form 
for commemorative hymn 
sheets. ‘Churches in the area 
have responded well to the 
idea. We will see on 15 April 
whether there is enough sup- 
port nationally to make this ini- 
tiative fly’, said Bishop Colin. 
Churches wishing to take part 
should register their interest by log- 
ging on to the Oxford Diocesan Web 
Site, www.oxford.anglican.org or by 
writing to the Bishop of Dorchester 
at Arran House, Sandy Lane, 
Yarnton, Oxford 0X5 1PB. 

The official Queen's Golden Jubilee 
website is www.goldenjubilee.gov.uk 



FOUR 'ordinary' people from the congregation of the Church of St Mary and St Nicholas, Littlemore 
appear in this new icon of St Nicholas by Katarina Sarapik commissioned to celebrate the 200th anniver- 
sary of the birth of John Henry Newman, the church's first vicar. The icon is one of four which include the 
first ever icon of Newman himself. The figures in the boat with St Nicholas are (left to right): Sue Aldridge, 
churchwarden; Andrew Graham; Ivy Curtis, sacristan and Ben Simpson, fund raiser. Dedicating the icons 
recently Peggy Morgan, Director of the Centre for Religious Experience, said the themes of the St Nicholas 
icon are 'preparation, loving kindness, confidence in victory, the struggle of a personal and controversial jour- 
ney of faith and that ongoing travelling for all of us tossed in a boat on the stormy seas of life/ 
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Listening to the voice of the countryside 


THE grim reality of the farm- 
ing crisis touched the heart 
of the Diocesan Synod at 
High Wycombe on Saturday 
9 March 2002. 

Members hung on every 
word as Anne Kelaart, a 
farmer from the Wallingford 
area, described 2001 as an 
‘annus horribilis’ for agricul- 
ture when ‘an industry that 
was already in steep decline 
was put over the rack of the 
wildfire epidemic of foot and 
mouth disease.’ 

Mrs Kelaart was one of three 
specialist speakers in a presenta- 
tion by the Rural Issues Group of 
the Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility in support of their 
report ‘Celebrating the Rural 
Face of the Diocese’. She paid 
tribute to the friendship of the 
Church in the darkest hours. 
Farmers were emerging from the 
pit but were uncertain of the 
direction to take because the 
problems are so complex in this 
new millennium. But she ended 
on an upbeat note. She knew of 
keen farmers in their late twen- 
ties and early thirties ‘who are 
ready for the challenge, who are 
working out what our customers 
want and who are conserving 
the environment. Please help 
them and the hundreds like them 
with your support,’ she said. 

‘Villages are good and promis- 
ing places for the church to be, 
said the Revd Antonia Cretney, 
Rector of a rural parish near 
Newbury. The church is a visible 
sign of God’s presence and a focus 
for village pride and community. 
Penny Maylin, Economic 
Development Team Leader of 
Bucks Community Action agreed 


A Banbury-based company are 
launching their latest product on 
1 April - disposable waterproof 
covers for Bishops’ mitres. 

Banbury Covers revealed their 
‘MitreProof’ range after a year 
of research. T)eveloping a materi- 
al that will stretch in all direc- 
tions and remain tight and invis- 
ible has been a challenge’, 
explained Managing Director, 


that where a community can 
work together, the future of 
village life is bright and the 
church plays a key part in this. 

The Bishop of Dorchester 
introduced a motion (carried) 
calling on the Oxford Diocese to 
work towards sustainable rural 
communities with adequate 
housing, public transport and 
services and to support country- 
side policies that pay proper 
attention to environmental and 


Synod report by 
Christine Zwart 


ecological factors. The credibili- 
ty of the Church is high in rural 
communities. The Diocese has a 
significant part to play. He 
hoped that the debate would 
help us to do that effectively. 

The chairman of the Rural Issues 
Group, the Revd Ian Cohen, said 
that the re-creating sustainable 
rural communities concerned us 
all. Speaker after speaker raised 
the question of the lack of afford- 
able housing in rural communi- 
ties. The Diocesan Rural 
Chaplain, the Revd Glynn Evans, 
said this is the most critical prob- 
lem in the South East today. 

On the eve of his retirement to 
the wilds of Cumberland, the 
Revd David Gregg (Mursley) 
introduced his Tellitubby Vicar 
puppet - ‘Vixie-Wixie’. He also 
hoped the network of full-time 
clergy in the countryside would 
be retained. ‘When we appear 
before God we shall not be 
asked if we were successful. We 
shall be asked if we were faith- 
ful. That is a good message for 


Harvey Swann. ‘In the end we 
have borrowed technology from 
the surgical glove industry.’ 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletchei; 
Bishop of Dorchester expressed 
great interest in the product. ‘I 
have found that bishops regular- 
ly have to join processions out- 
doors, often in April showers’ he 
said. ‘Now my mitre will look as 
good as new for years to come.’ 


village clergy,’ he said. 

Synod was shocked to learn 
from Dr Ian James, the 
Diocese’s Environmental 
Adviser, that their car journeys 
to Synod had added one tonne 
of carbon dioxide to the atmos- 
phere. He said the aim was to 
cut CO 2 emissions in the 
Diocese by 15 per cent by 
2010. As Christians we need to 
take a lead in moving society 
towards a less profligate 
lifestyle. The rapid increase in 
C02 is the result of burning 
fossil fuel and will result in 
warmer, wetter weather and 
rising sea levels. The predic- 
tions range from ‘disastrous to 
very diastrous,’ Dr James said. 

The new Diocesan Director of 
Ordinands, Canon Dr Marilyn 
Parry was introduced to Synod 
by the Lay Chairman, Penny 
Keens. She spoke about the 
work of the Oxford Diocese’s 33 
voluntary vocations advisers 
who help individuals to identify 
and articulate a sense of call. 

She spoke about the changes in 
ministry. Once clergy trained in 
colleges and worked on their 
own and the future was certain. 
Now training takes many forms, 
clergy work in teams in a variety 
of ministries and the future is 
uncertain. There is a new 
emphasis on flexibility, on the 
ability to work with others and 
on servant leadership. 

Synod in brief 

• The Sub-Dean of Christ 
Church, the Very Revd Bob 
Jeffrey introduced the 
Cathedral’s annual report. 
He said it was a ‘good time 
for cathedrals’ and their 



congregations were growing. 
• The new Chairman of the 
Board of Finance, Brian Newey 
said that the Parish Share had 
yielded £11.225 million last 
year, £744,000 more than in 
the previous year. He thanked 
parishes and deaneries for 
working to achieve ‘this impor- 
tant result’. The full text of Brian 
Newey's statement and a longer Synod 
report is at www.oxford.anglican.org/door 

Synod sends a loyal 
address to the Queen 

This Synod of the Diocese of 
Oxford in High Wycombe con- 
gratulates her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II on her impending 
Golden Jubilee and sends to her 
its most loyal greeting in this 
Golden Jubilee of her reign. 
This Synod is pleased to thank 
Her Majesty for her devoted 
service to the Nation and to the 
Commonwealth, and for her 
consistent and public witness to 
the Christian Faith throughout 
the past 50 years of her reign. 



St George for Little Kimble! 

In 'Your Countryside You're 
Welcome' week (March 11 - 17) 
senior clergy visited rural areas to 
signal the Church's commitment to 
the countryside. Representing the 
Bishop and Archdeacon of 
Buckingham, Canon Simon Brown 
went to All Saint's Little Kimble. 
Pictured! I. to r.) in front of a 
medieval wall painting of St 
George are: Churchwarden John 
Braithwaite, Canon Brown, Paul 
Bond, Churches Tourism Group 
Liaison Officer, Carolyn Robinson, 
the Wycombe District Assistant 
Tourism Officer. 


At last bishops find the answer to April showers 


Bishop chairs stem cell committee 


THE BISHOP of Oxford 
played a central role in the 
House of Lords Select 
Committee ruling to allow 
embryonic stem cell research in 
Britain. Bishop Richard 
chaired the Select Committee 
which announced its findings 
on 27 February. Scientists hope 
that the ruling will make 
Britain the leader in embryonic 
stem cell research into cures for 


diseases such as Alzheimer’s by 
giving the clearest ethical 
guidelines in the world. 

The ruling was condemned 
by ‘pro-life’ groups such as 
The Society for the Protection 
of Unborn Children. However 
the Church of England’s Board 
for Social Responsibility 
encouraged continued research 
into adult stem cells as alterna- 
tives to embryonic cells. 


Catching the Alpha vision 


AN ALPHA Course regional 
conference is to be held at the 
Kings Centre, High Wycombe 
on Saturday 18 May from 
10am until 4pm. The confer- 
ence will be led by a team from 
Holy Trinity Brompton, the 
home of Alpha. It will cover the 
principles of Alpha and how to 
run a course in the local 


church. The organisers hope it 
will give experienced leaders a 
chance to renew their vision for 
Alpha and give people new to 
Alpha a greater understanding 
of what the Course is about. 

For more details contact Lin 
Thompson, High Wycombe Alpha 
adviser on 01494 451122 or e-mail 
lin@thompson-abode.fsnet.co.uk 


Resources for God’s people 


THE 18th Christian 
Resources Exhibition will 
take place at Sandown Park, 
Esher, Surrey on 14 - 17 
May. Entitled Equipping 
God's People , the main 
themes of the event will be 
Restoring the Bible, 
ResourcingYouthwork@cre, 


Christianity and Schools and 
Media Xperience. 

. One of the key speakers 
will be regular DOOR con- 
tributor Canon David 
Winter. 

There are full details are on 
www.creonline.co.uk or call 
01844 271476. 


Let your village shine 


VILLAGES in Oxfordshire are 
being urged to enter the Calor 
Gas Oxfordshire Best Kept 
Village Competition organised 
by Oxfordshire Rural 
Community Council. There 
are four main classes, small 
villages (population under 
700), medium villages (700 - 

PHOTOGRAPHS of Her 

Majesty the Queen taken in 
the Oxford Diocese during 
her reign are urgently needed 
for our June Jubilee edition. 


1,499) and large villages (pop- 
ulation up to 5,000). The new 
Elizabeth Brunner Award for 
‘Best New Entry’ was created 
by the generosity of the Lord 
Lieutenant, Hugo Brunner. 

Contact the 0RCC on 01865 
883488. Closing date is 5 April. 

Photographs will be returned 
but please write your name 
and address clearly on a label 
on the back. The DOOR’s 
address is on page 3. 


'Sight impaired people can now get a free audio ver- 
sion of The DOOR by contacting Graham 
Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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News 


Bishop of Oxford airs thoughts on Creation debate 


THE Bishop of Oxford joined 
the evolution/Biblical creation- 
ism debate with a topical 
'Thought for the Day' on Radio 
4 on 15 March. 

The argument re-emerged into 
the news when a Christian 
school in Gateshead opposed 
evolutionary theory in Science 
lessons on alleged Biblical 
grounds. 

‘I find what this school is doing 
sad for a number of reasons,’ 
said Bishop Richard. ‘First, the 
theory of evolution, far from 
undermining faith, deepens it. 


God doesn’t just make the 
world, he does something even 
more wonderful, he makes the 
world make itself. God has 
given creation a real indepen- 
dence and the miraculous fact is 
that God has, as it were, woven 
creation from the bottom 
upwards: with matter giving 
rise to life and life giving rise to 
conscious reflective existence in 
the likes of you and me. The 
fact that the universe probably 
began about 12 billion years 
ago with life beginning to 
evolve about 3 billion years ago 


simply underlines the extraordi- 
nary detailed, persistent, 
patience of the Divine Creator 
Spirit.’ 

He also said that reading the 
Book of Genesis as scientific 
truth prevents people from tak- 
ing the Bible seriously. ‘The 
Bible is a collection of books 
made up of very different kinds 
of literature, poetry, history, 
ethics, law, myth, theology, wise 
sayings and so on. Through this 
variety of different kinds of 
writing God's loving purpose 
can come through to us. The 


Bible brings us precious, essen- 
tial truths about who we are 
and what we might become. 
But Biblical literalism hinders 
people from seeing and 
responding to these truths’ he 
said. 

Bishop Richard concluded 
that science is a God-given 
activity. ‘Scientists are using 
their God-given minds and 
God-given creativity to explore 
and utilise God-given nature’ he 
said. ‘Sadly, Biblical literalism 
brings not only the Bible but 
Christianity itself into disrepute.’ 


Sweden comes to Oxford 



From left to right: Stig-Goran Fransson, Bishop Anders Wejryd, Catarina Andersson, Martin Peirce, formerly 
Oxford Diocesan Director of Ordinands, the Bishop of Oxford, Christopher Meakin, Leif Norrgard & Kerstin 
Berggren.They were photographed by Frank Blackwell on a visit to Diocesan Church House, Oxford. 


IN the first week of March, the Oxford Diocese 
welcomed six visitors from the Diocese of 
Vaxjo (pronounced 'vecksher') in the Church of 
Sweden. They spent a week exploring the possi- 
bility of a formal partnership between our two 
Dioceses. 

During their week-long visit the visitors were 
based in the Community of St Mary the Virgin, 
Wantage. Their programme took them out 
across the three counties to experience contrast- 


ing aspects of Diocesan life, from rural parishes 
to town centre and sector ministry, via youth 
projects, teams, and historic church buildings. 
They also visited Diocesan Church House. 
‘The visit was a very positive experience for all 
who took part, whether as guests or hosts’ said 
Tony Dickinson, Oxford Diocesan Ecumenical 
Officer. ‘Both Dioceses are now actively consid- 
ering how to broaden the relationship that has 
been established and take it forward.’ 


Witches and Druids - beyond belief 


RADIO 4’s Beyond Belief 
programme on Monday 11 
March included the Oxford 
Diocesan Director of 
Communications, the Revd 
Richard Thomas. 

The programme featured a 
discussion of modem paganism 
and witchcraft, a subject of 


which Richard Thomas has 
specialist knowledge. Other 
panel members were Kate 
West, a Witch and High 
Priestess of the Hearth of 
Hecate, one of the more influ- 
ential Alexandrian Covens in 
the United Kingdom and 
Emma Restall Orr, Joint Chief 


of the British Dmid Order. 

‘Thoughtful discussions like 
these are as rare as hen’s teeth’ 
said Richard. ‘It provided a 
helpful outline of the theology 
of both Druid and Wiccan, 
with a sketch of the common- 
alities and differences with 
orthodox Christianity.’ 


New Homes Record 

2002 has already proved to 
be an exceptional one for the 
Oxford Diocesan Council 
for Social Work adoption 
agency.. 

PACT - Parents and 
Children Together - recruits, 
trains, assesses and supports 
adoptive families in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. In a nor- 
mal year, they would place 
around 18 children with 
families but have already 
seen 21 children settled with 
a new family since January. 

Adoption Manager, 
Andrea Orchard explained 
‘For us to place 21 children 
in just a few months is 
exceptional, though it would 
be great if we could keep this 
up.’ 

PACT work with children 
from many different back- 
grounds and from all over 
the country. Six of the chil- 
dren placed this year are 
from African/Caribbean or 
mixed heritage. Their ages 
range from 1 to 7 years. 

There are currently around 
5,000 children seeking 
adoption in Britain and a 
shortage of people volun- 
teeering to be adopters. ‘We 
want anybody who thinks 
they can provide a loving 
and caring home for a child 
to contact us’ said Andrea. 
To contact PACT, call 0118 938 
7600, e-mail info@pactchari- 
ty.org or visit the website 
www.pactcharity.org. 


90 year marathon and 
still running hard . , . 


NINETY year old, the Revd 
Maurice Clarke will join 
thousands of other runners 
in this year’s London 
Marathon on 14 April. 

This will be Mr Clarke’s 
fourth marathon after he ran 
his first nine years ago at the 
age of 81. Fie ran again at 
the ages of 85 and 88. Now, 
he runs the equivalent of a 
marathon a week in training 
but, apart from that, he has 
no special secret. ‘All my life 
I’ve been useless at short dis- 
tance running but good at 
long distances’ he explained. 
‘I was only any good after a 
mile.’ 

Mr Clarke will be running 
in aid of three charities, 
Children with Leukaemia, 
the Friends of Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital and the 
Friends df the Kimble 
Churches. At his last 
marathon, his six and a 
quarter hour run raised 



£5,505 and he hopes to 
match both the time and 
money raised this year. 

After a long career as a 
priest, in which he served as 
an Army Chaplain during 
the War and as Vice 
Principal of Salisbury 
Theological College amongst 
other roles, Mr Clarke now 
lives with his wife, Eleanor, 
at the Ellesborough Manor 
retirement home for Clergy 
near Aylesbury. 

How does Mrs Clarke feel 
about all this? ‘Oh she’s quite 
happy’, said Mr Clarke. 
‘She’s used to me by now!’ 




24 carat end to building work 



THE golden finishing touch to a major re-ordering and redeco- 
ration project at St Mary’s, Banbury, is new gilding on the scroll- 
work at the top of the church’s historic columns. The gilding has 
been made possible by a £16,000 grant from Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust. The re-ordering will allow the church to be used 
for community arts events as well as for worship. The church will 
be rededicated by the Bishop of Dorchester at a thanksgiving ser- 
vice at 6pm on 14 April. Mark Leadbeater photographed the 
Vicar, Janet Chapman, demonstrating her gilding skills. 
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People & places 


Trade for life in Christian Aid Week 


SNIPPETS 


THE 48 poorest countries 
together account for only 0.4 
% of international trade; their 
share has halved in the last 25 
years. Today’s world is out of 
balance. Current ways of doing 
trade internationally mean the 
rich nations are getting richer 
while the poorest are trapped in 
a downward spiral of debt and 
dependency. The kingdom of 
God offers a vision of a world 
where poor people are included. 

I have recently returned from 
the Philippines where I met with 
people who know what it is to 
be living on the wrong side of 
trade rules. Ned de Guzman is 
executive director of MAHAL, 
one of Christian Aid’s partner 
organisations on the island of 
Mindoro in the Philippines. He 
works with communities at a 
grassroots level helping people 
to help themselves out of pover- 
ty and fighting against injustices. 
One issue that dominates the 
local community is the threat of 
large-scale mining by a foreign 
company. The mine would 
destroy the livelihoods of the 
fishermen and farmers without 
any lasting benefits and carries 
the threat of environmental and 
health problems for the future. 

Christian Aid through 
MAHAL is enabling local peo- 
ple to speak out and get their 
views heard. This resulted in 
successfully getting a 25 year 
moratorium against mining on 


LOCAL MP Dr Evan Harris is pic- 
tured at Oxfordshire Christian 
Aid's photography exhibition 
'Positive/Negatives' in Borders, 
Oxford in March. The exhibition 
showed personal photographs 
taken by six H IV- Positive women in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo. 


their island. But for how long? 
The company, which has the 
finances to continue the fight, 
will return to challenge the 
moratorium in the courts. 

Ned, Executive Director for 
MAHAL says, ‘There are still 
so many injustices within our 
society. What is more frighten- 
ing than the reign of evil is that 
no one speaks out against evil. 
My faith restores my hope. I 
believe that people need to be 
well informed in order to make 
choices that affect their lives.’ 
This year in Christian Aid 
Week, May 12-18 we will be 
focussing on ‘Trade for Life’ 
and on how we as Christians 
can help balance the scales of 
trade. Are you willing to give, 
act, pray to fight world pover- 
ty with Christian Aid? 

Contacts: Paul Langley Oxfordshire 
and Berkshire 01865 246818 email 
plangley@christian-aid.org Sue James, 
Buckinghamshire 01908 608135 
email sjames@christian-aid.org 


Walk for Christian Aid 

Saturday 18 May Join with others for 
a Sponsored Walk to help Christian 
Aid. There are three walks of 5,10 and 
15 miles in beautiful countryside north 
of Henley. Start off in the grounds of 
Henley Rugby Club. Registration 
7.30am to 9. 30am. 

Details Paul Langley 01865 246818. 
Also Pre-Christian Aid Week Tour 
(10 April - 2 May) coming to a town 
near you in Oxon and Berks about the 
work of CA in the Philippines. 

Details at : www.christian-aid.org 


Dr Harris is helping Christian Aid 
to raise awareness about the AIDS 
crisis in Africa. The exhibition will 
again be on display on 27 April at 
the University Church, Oxford for 
an 'AIDS in Africa' event with sup- 
per, African drumming and guest 
speakers at 7pm. Cost 4 £10/£7. 


Passionate singing 



Photograph: David Sparrow 


CHILDREN SINGING on a 

Sunday morning at St Mary’s 
Slough are pictured above. 

The church will again be full 
of song on the evening of 
Good Friday at 8pm when 
choirs from the Slough and 
Burnham Deanery will join a 
group of talented young per- 
formers for a liturgical perfor- 
mance of Bach’s St John 
Passion at St Mary’s. The 
Passion will be performed dur- 
ing a service led by clergy 
from the main town centre 
churches in Slough, and is part 
of their ecumenical witness on 
Good Friday. (No entry fee) 


CONGRATULATIONS TWICE 
OVER TO JUDI SHEPHERD, 

the Parish Development 
Adviser for the Berkshire 
Archdeaconry in the Oxford 
Diocese. She is getting mar- 
ried injuly and has just been 
awarded an MA in Adult 
Education with Theological 
Reflection from Chester 
College. Her dissertation 
was on ‘Work Consultancy 
in the Oxford Diocese’. Judi 
is now working from an 
office in her home: 

Parish Development Advisei; 

15 Rayner Drive, Penrose Park, 
Arborfield, Reading, RG2 9FB 
Telephone: 0118 976 1243. 


A PAST student from 
Oxford Brookes University’s 
Westminster Institute of 
Education, Oxford, Te 
Kitohi Pikaahu (Kito) was 
consecrated as an Anglican 


Bishop in Holy Trinity 
Cathedral, Auckland, New 
Zealand on 24 February. The 
Venerable Te Kitohi Pikaahu 
studied for his Masters 
degree in Applied Theology 
in 1995. Dr Tim Macquiban, 
Director of the Wesley and 
Methodist Studies Centre at 
Westminster said: ‘Kito acted 
as assistant Chaplain here, 
and was very involved with stu- 
dent life including rugby. He is 
to the best of our knowledge, 
the only Bishop to be a 
Westminster College graduate.’ 


ECCLESIASTICAL Insurance 
has launched a competition 
to find the best parish web- 
site in England, Scotland and 
Wales - with a top prize of 
£1000. To take part in the 
competition which runs until 
the end of August churches 
need to visit www.ecclesiasti- 
cal.co.uk and complete the 
online entry form. 


From Will to Tessa 



TESSA KUIN LAWTON, (pic- 
tured above) a member of St 
Mary’s, Bampton, has been 
appointed as the Anglican 
Ecumenical Officer for 
Oxfordshire in succession to 
Will Adam, who moved to 
the Diocese of Ely in 
March. She is the first lay 
person to be appointed as 
an Anglican Ecumenical 
Officer in this Diocese. 
Tessa, who is married with 
two young children, has a 
wide experience of ecumenism 
and holds the degree of 
M.Phil. from the Irish School 
of Ecumenics in Dublin. 



The spiritual health of children 


‘THE Spiritual health of my 
child is not a priority’ say 
97% of parents. 

Faith is a very low priority 
in family life with only 3% 
of parents citing spiritual 
health as a priority for their 
child, reveals a recent survey 
commissioned by the 
Mothers’ Union. 

Physical health ranks high- 
est, with 48% of parents 
participating in the survey 
mentioning this area of their 
child’s development as most 
important. 

Yet contradicting these sta- 
tistics are the findings that 
42% of parents believe that 
it is important for their child 
to grow up with a faith as 
opposed to 29% who dis- 
agree. Additionally, 61% of 
parents want their children 
to receive spiritual develop- 
ment, yet 40% of this group 
doe* nothing about it. 

The Mothers’ Union has 
over a million members and 
exists to promote the well 
being of families. They 
believe that a child’s spiritual 
welfare is integral. Fleur 


Dorrell, Head of Prayer and 
Spirituality says: ‘Above all, 
this survey demonstrates 
that parents feel confused 
about the part that faith 
should play in the develop- 
ment of their child and are 
perhaps unsure how to edu- 
cate them in this area. Only 
3% of all parents inter- 
viewed feel confident talking 
to their children on spiritual 
matters compared with 94% 
who feel happy talking 
about homework or rela- 
tionships.’ 

Concerned by the research 
findings, the MU hopes that 
its hugely successful chil- 
dren’s leaflets will help to 
equip an increasing number 
of people who want to 
address spiritual issues with 
their children. They include 
‘Children in Church - a sur- 
vivors guide’, ‘Children and 
bereavement’ and ‘Children 
and Spirituality’. 

To find out about MU leaflets 
ring Joan Baron on 01993 
70^125. The Diocesan MU 
web site is www.muoxford.org 


Book launch for local 
author’s personal story 


THE BOOKSHOP was 

buzzing at Greyfriars Centre 
in Friar Street as local author 
and popular speaker, 
Christine Ledger launched her 
book on Tuesday 12 March. 
Christine signed copies of the 
book, priced at £6.99, which 
has a foreword by Eileen 
Carey, wife of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. She has written 
the book, Shattered Dreams - 
A Mother’s Pain for mothers 
and carers whose hopes and 
dreams for their children have 
been shattered: mothers 

whose children have special 
needs, or are on drugs or ill. It 
is intended to help them iden- 
tify the process of pain and 
lofcs as they ask the big ‘Why 
me?’ questions. 

For the past 1 1 years, 
Christine has been caring for 
her daughter; Julia, who has 


been chronically ill with M.E. 
(also known as Chronic 
Fatigue Syndrome). She has 
seen her daughter lose the 
wonderful years of growing 
into independence and a 
career. Instead Julia has spent 
months lying in bed unable to 
do anything at all. 

This book is the story of 
Christine’s experience as she 
learned to face the pain, emo- 
tionally, psychologically and 
spiritually. She hopes that it will 
help others come to terms with 
their own shattered dreams. 
Christine Ledger is a counsellor, 
supervisor and trainer in the NHS, liv- 
ing in Reading. She is a Licensed Lay 
Minister, at Greyfriars Church, a popu- 
lar speaker and author of Caring for 
the Carers. 

Shattered Dreams - A Mother’s 
Pain (ISBN 1903577152) is the first 
full length book to be published by the 
Word for Life Trust. It should be avail- 
able to order from Christian bookshops. 


Yours Reverently, The Parson 
Knows 

& The Vicar Calls 

Between 1948 the Rev. Oliver Wilmott wrote 
three quarters of a milliion words about his 
three parishes in West Dorset. These 
humourous books cover these years. £11 each inc. p&p 

BISHOP STREET PRESS 

8 Bishop Street, Shrewsbury SY2 5HA 

Telephone 01743 343718 



hear me? 


Perhaps you need a good public 
address system. 

We have years of experience of 
supplying to churches. 

• Updates or complete systems 
• Inductive loops • Radio microphones 
• Portable PA • CCTV 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

P.O. Box I, Fordingbridge SP6 3PQ 
covers the Diocese 

(01725) 518428 or 
(07889) 247960 


QUEEN’S JUBILEE 

All Sterling Chalices have 
special Hallmark 

Free Brochures 

Tel: 0800 092 0760 
AVON Silversmiths 

www.church-silver.com 




Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 


OrdMion Stoles 

and all embroidered vestments 
and furnishings including Altar 
F rentals and Banners 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 

Embroidery repairs undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered altar 

linen. 


Please contact: 

Christine Donaldson, OPUS, 75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham. MK18 ILU. Tel. 01280 823132 


Hereford Cathedral 



Standing on the hanks of the River 
Wye, Hereford Cathedral occupies 
a site on which cathedral buildings 
have stood since Saxon times. 
Treasures include: 


• The Shrine of St Thomas of Hereford 

• The exquisite Early English Lady Chapel 

• The Tiigh-tech medieval’ New Library Building 

• The famous thirteenth century Mappa Mundi 

• The world's largest medieval Chained Library 
Other on-site activities include: 

• Guided Tours 

• Tower Visits 

• Cathedral Shop and Cloister Cafe 

• Working Stonemasons Yard 

• Celebrity Organ Recitals 

• Lunchtime concerts in the Chapter house Garden 

• Special Exhibitions 

For more information or to make a booking, 
please contact: The Visits Manager at: 

5 College Cloisters, 

Cathedral Close, 

Hereford HR1 2NG 
Tel: 01432 374202 - 
Fax: 01432 374220 
email: visits@herefordcathedral.co.uk 



Liverpool Cathedral 

One of tne great buildings of the 
twentieth Century, Liverpool 
Cathedral is open to the public daily 
from 08.00 to 18.00. No admission 
charge - donation invited. 

Facilities include: refectory: Egon Ronay 
recommended open 10.30 pm - 1600. Coffee, 
Lunches ad Tea with home made dishes and cakes. 
S.P.C.K. Shop with full range of cards, souvenirs and 
books 

Tower trips (weather permitting) 1 1 .00-1 5.00 and 
Elizabeth Hoare Embroidery Gallery 
Inclusive charge £2.00 (concessions £1.00) 
Conference and catering facilities for pre-booked 
parties 

Main Services: 

Sunday 8.00, 10.30, 15.00 
Weekdays: 08.00, 17.30 
Saturday 08.00, 15.00 

Car parking available 

Enquiries 0151 709 6271 
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nterview, . . 


GOD IS A GOD OF NEW BEGINNINGS says Jonathan Aitken whose own story spanning journalism, busi- 
ness, parliament and prison is one of success, disgrace, suffering and a new beginning. In 1 974 he became a 
Conservative MP spending 1 8 years on the back benches until being appointed Minister of State for Defence in 1 992. He 


God in the life of 

Jonathan Aitken 


joined the Cabinet as Chief Secretary to the Treasury in 1 994 and it was then that his spiritual 
searching began. Villified by the media whose allegations ranged from arms dealing to 
pimping, he resigned from the Cabinet. 'Many of these allegations were later withdrawn in court 
or proved to be untrue' he says. ‘But I did tell a deeply regretted lie on oath about a hotel bill.’ 
As a result of that lie he pleaded guilty to charge of perjury and served an 1 8-month prison 
sentence. He is now a committed Christian and is reading theology at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and 
writing and speaking about the Christian faith. The father of three daughters and one son, his 
books include Pn'de and Perjury (Harper Collins) from which the quotations in bold are taken. 

Interview: Christine Zwart 



IN the eighties I was a dutiful 
external Sunday Christian. 
That is very different from 
being a Christian of the kind I 
believe I now am. In the past 
my commitment was flawed. It 
was to go to church with my 
family once a week, and to do 
right things with my lips, but 
to go on doing wrong things in 
my life. 

I was on the move towards 
spiritual searching before my 
troubles began. In 1995 I 
remember surprising my civil 
servants when I carved out 
time for the Parliamentary 
Retreat. This was a series of 
one to one sessions throughout 
Lent with a man who has had 
a tremendous influence on me, 


Father Gerard Hughes, the 
author of God of Surprises. 

My searching was partly 
prompted by life’s success and 
finding it more empty than I 
had expected. We don’t always 
know ourselves when spiritual 
seeds are planted. I am sure 


All I could tell was that the 
more my career prospered on 
the surface, the more my 
deeper feelings were 
signalling an emptiness, a 
lack of fulfilment within. 


that among the crucial mile- 
stones was spending three 
years in a Dublin hospital from 


the age of four and being 
nursed through a period of 
tremendous medical danger by 
a wonderful nun, Sister Mary 
Finbar. Being a choir boy and 
leader of the choir at an old 
Suffolk church and confirma- 
tion at public school, were also 
seed plantings that I had for- 
gotten about until I looked 
back and realised what a debt I 
owed to people like my school 
chaplain and Sister Mary 
Finbar. 

If you have had as much time 


Pride was the root cause of 
all my evils. Without pride 
there would have been no 
libel action; no attempt to 
defend the Ritz bill payment 
with a lie. 


as I have had to examine past 
mistakes, it’s not too difficult 
to makes some reasonably 
accurate judgements. I think 
that where my relationship 
with God was concerned, I 
rather treated God as though 
He were my bank manager. I 
thought He was important 
enough to visit in His premises 
quite regularly and that He 
was a kind person willing to 
forgive the spiritual equivalent 
of over spending on the credit 
card. But I thought I was in 
charge of the account so I 
could get away with what I 
wanted, and that is not a 
Christian life, but a self centred 
and proud life. 

I had a painful, but also a par- 
ticularly fruitful period, which 
ran from the collapse of the 
libel case in June 1997 until 


waiting to go to prison in June 
1999. One of the key steps 
were prayer partners - people 
who came alongside me most 
unexpectedly, and said ‘we 
would like to pray with you’. 
It was a group of half a dozen 
people, some like Michael 
Alison old Parliamentary 
friends, and we met once a 
week and from that I was 
steered to the Alpha course at 
Holy Trinity Brompton. 

But the journey was essen- 
tially a private journey of 
prayer. Gradually the inside 
and the outside of my life 
started to match up. I went 
through a long period of what 
Psalm 130 calls ‘the depths’ 
which encompassed defeat, 
disgrace, divorce bankruptcy 
and jail - a royal flush of crises, 
especially as they all took place 
within the public eye. I think it 
was Luther who said in our 
pain and our brokeness we 
come closer to God and that 
has been my experience. 

Against all the forecasts noth- 
ing bad happened to me in 
prison. I am sure this was 
because I was protected by an 
invisible wall of prayer. I used 
to receive an embarrassing 
amount letters and the vast 
majority ended up ‘I am pray- 
ing for you.’ A prison cell can 
be a great place to pray in. I 
can understand why monks 
like cells so much. When you 
are in a tiny space, with noth- 
ing but a chair and your bed it 
is very simple. A prison is a 
very quiet place in the early 
morning and I found I had 
wonderful quiet times with no 
distractions. I also became 
involved in the formation of a 
prayer group. Paddy, my 


prayer partner, had the quali- 
ties of a recruiting sergeant and 
within no time we had a very 
strong prayer group, which 
developed into a Bible study 
group. A third of prisoners 
can’t read or write and I used 
to have a long queue outside 
my cell I because I was will- 
ing to read peoples intimate 
letters from their wives and 
girlfriends and write back 
for them. There was a joke 
that the quality of love let- 
ters coming out of Brixton 
prison suddenly shot up! 

I had wanted, as part of my 
spiritual searching, to see if I 


I have been proactive in my 
search for God.The struggle 
has been momentous but in 
the course of it I have learned 
much about 

acceptance, patience and obe- 
dience to his commandments 
. . . .The serenity that has 
flowed from this surrender is 
almost indescribable, but the 
words of St Augustine say it 
beautifully: ‘In his will we 
find peace.’ 


could do a correspondence 
course in theology. Then some- 
one said I should go to Wycliffe 
and I was offered a residential 
place. A week before my inter- 
view I would have said I could 
not accept that because after 
leaving prison I would be 
under an obligation to get a job 
to help my family and so on. 
But unexpectedly my creditors 
refused to accept any settle- 
ment of the debt and four days 
before I went to Wycliffe I 


knew I was going bankrupt. So 
the one thing I couldn’t do 
after prison was earn money. 

I don’t envisage being 
ordained. I don’t think I am 
worthy of that. In fact I don’t 
have any plan for the rest of 
my life. It reminds me of a line 
I heard in a sermon: ‘What 
makes God laugh? People who 
have plans’. I do want to 
devote the rest of my life pri- 
marily to the service of God. I 
am not interested in going 
back to business or making 
money. I am joining the board 
of Prison Fellowship and I am 
going to write Chuck Colson’s 
biography*. 

My evangelical friends would 
say my friendship with Chuck 
is not a coincidence but a God- 
incidence. We have both gone 
from political power to a crash- 
ing fall from grace and then 
come to Christ, going to prison 
and then afterwards throwing 
ourselves into Christian service. 
He has been mentor, friend and 
prayer partner and has shown 
me that you can turn disgrace 
to something useful to your 
neighbour and pleasing to God. 

God is a God of new begin- 
nings. We can all have little res- 
urrections in our lives. This 
dawned on me in a police cell 
waiting for a decision whether 
they were going to charge me. 
For the first time I read Mark’s 
gospel from beginning to end, 
and I remember being over- 
whelmed by the power of the 
narrative and the Passion chap- 
ters. I began to see dimly there 
my own story. It is a story of 
hope and trust and in the end 
of great contentment. 

*Chuck Colson went to prison for 
his part in the Watergate affair. 


Ageing, Spirituality and 
Wellbeing in the 21st 
Century 

A Conference organised by Methodist Homes and 
the Christian Council on Ageing 

Friday 5th - Tuesday 9th July 2002 
at Durham University 
Conference Fee £95 (£45 daily) 

(Full Residential or non Residential) 

Times to be covered include 
Spirituality and Ageing - 6th July 
Older People and Institutionalised Religion - 7th July 
Disability Wholeness and Wellbeing - 8th July 
Justice, Hope and Meaning in Life - 9th July 
Speakers include 

Elizabeth MacKinlay (Canberra); John Hull (Birmingham) 
Malcolm Goldsmith (Stirling); Peter Coleman 
(Southampton) 


Lynn Fox, MHA Care Group, 
Epworth House, Stuart St, Derby DEI 2EQ 

Tel: 01332 221831 Fax: 01332 296925 email: lym.fox@mha.org.uk 


Beauty Room 

at Stanford Park House, Stanford in the Vale, 
Oxfordshire SN7 8PF 

Two top quality treatments available: 
Bio-therapeutic non surgical face lift with advanced product 
technology, resulting in improved skin tone elasticity, 
moisturising and a very noticeable reduction in fine lines 
and wrinkles, ideal for any age. 

Crystal clear oxygen machine , ultimate beauty, pumps 
oxygen back into your face, it s amazing! Favourite of the stars, 
Madonna, Tracey Shaw, Martine McCutcheon. Joely Richardson 
plus many other stars. 

See the difference after one treatment 

THIS IS THE ONLY MACHINE IN THE AREA’ 

Many other treatments available 

As used by famous personalities 

Now Magazine Aug 01 2001 

To book please call: 

01367 710702 

Mobile 07831 242694 



FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

( 01234 ) 325531 


RAILWAY RELICS 

wanted 

COLLECTOR PURCHASES 
LOCOMOTIVE NAME/NUMBER 
PLATES, STATION SIGNS, OLD 
POSTERS, CARRIAGE PRINTS, 
CLOCKS, SIGNALLING ITEMS ETC. 
HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

TEL: 01788 521491 



Millions of Christians 
don’t have books, 

Christians in poor countries gather for 
worship but have no hymn or prayer 
books. They gather for Bible study but 
have no study guides. Their clergy and 
lay leaders preach and teach without the 
help of books. SPCK Worldwide supports 
hundreds of local Christian literature 
projects in the language and culture of 
the people. 

Will YOU help? 

To make a real difference send your 
donation, together with this coupon, to: 

SPCK Worldwide, 

Freepost, London NW1 1DU 


\ enclose a donation of £ 

1 am a UK taxpayer. Bease reclaim tax I 
Please send me mgre irTotm [ 


imy&zte ?o SPC< Worldwide) 


Signature 


RC H 231 144 


Bevd/Dt^r/Mts/Mb*s 



Address 
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Advertising 


Cornwall 

Port Isaac 

Close (45 mins) to Eden Project 

Quality furnished holiday cottages in 
Port Isaac and Port Gaverne 

SLEEPS 4-6, PETS WELCOME 
PERSONAL SUPERVISION BY OWNERS 

For a colour brochure contact: 

Dennis Knight, Atlantic house, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Telephone: 01208 880498 

Fax: 01208 880934 



CORNWALL 

Close to Eden Project 

Short break available in our self 
catering bungalows & 
de luxe caravans 
Full heating in all rooms 

Also available : Detached four bedroom bungalow 
with own garden 

Brochure: Trencreek Farm Holiday Park 
Hewaswater, St Austell, Cornwall PL26 7IG 

Tel: 01726 882540 

Website www.trencreek.co.uk 


Flying from Gatwick? 

The GABLES 

50 Bonchurst Road. Horley, Surrey RH6 8QJ 

MINUTES GATWICK AIRPORT 
Telephone 01293 774553 

Single room: (with wash basin) £30 

Double or twin room: (with wash basin) £39 
l\vin ensuite £45 

Triple room: (3 single beds) £48 

Family room: (4 single beds) £55 

Triple ensuite £58 

Family of four £63 

COURTESY TAXI TO AIRPORT 4.3l)am- lO.OOam 
CAR PARKING prices on enquiry 


LLANDUDNO 

NUNEHAM HOUSE 

Hotel. Adjacent to beach/pier. 
From £30 Dinner, B&B. Car Park. 

Telephone: 01492 877369 

Highly Recommended 


COLWYN BAY 

Enjoy a pleasant holiday or quiet retreat in a Christian environment at 

FAIRWAYS HOTEL 

Also: available for rent, 2 bed terraced house at the foot of the Berwyn 
Mountain Range 

For both the above, contact Esther Wintringham 
Fairways Hotel, 12 Ellesmere Road, Colwyn Bay, LL29 8RP 

Tel: 01492 530528; Fax 01492 534558 



West Bay 
Bridport Dorset 

Seaside apartment - 2 beds, 
sleeps 4 plus cot, World 
Heritage coastline, harbour 
views enquiries ring: 

01308 898261 

Merlin’s Cottage, Looke Lane, 
Puncknowle, Dorset DT2 9BD 


HIGH BARBUCHANY CHRISTIAN CENTRE 


“The Ideal Venue for your House or Church Group 
committed to Evangelism, Discipleship Training and Ministry’ 

A very well equipped self catering centre for groups set in beautiful 
South West Scotland. Able to accommodate church groups for study, 
teaching and prayer retreats at very reasonable rates, in pretty 
countryside. To find our more, call us on: 

01671 403632 or visit www.hbbcc.supanet.com 



CHRISTIAN SAILING CENTRE 
Residential & Non-Residential 

I 



n m tsassss 


BEGINNERS - Why not try something new and exciting 
SAILORS - Advance your skills up to instructor level 


for further information call 01983 522195 
or visit www.medinavalleycentre.0r9.uk 


S/C HOUSE NEW POLZEATH 
on the 

NORTH CORNWALL COAST 

AVAILABLE ALL YEAR 
HIGHEST STANDARDS 

Very comfortable, marvellous cliff and 
estuary walks, close to the Eden 
Project and famous gardens, golf, 
beaches, pass by arrangement 

For brochure 01666 505527 



INTERNATIONAL MANAGEMENT INC 

THINKING OF A HOLIDAY 
IN FLORIDA? 


WE RENT & SELL 3, 4 & 5 BEDROOM HOMES 
ALL WITH THEIR OWN SWIMMING POOL 
THROUGHOUT FLORIDA 

CONTACT US ON (01628) 62581 

e-mail:- donna.whitfield@virgin.net 


HILL HOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTRE 

OTTERHAMPTON, BRIDGEWATER TA5 2PT 
Conference/Retreat Centre 

Ideal for church retreats, schools, Alpha courses and 
mid-week breaks etc. Dormitory rooms or twin bed en 
suite rooms available. 

Accommodates up to 97 people. Beautiful site. 
Children's Christian weekly summer camps. 

FUN FUN WEEKS!! 

27th July to 3 1 st August for 11-17 year olds 
Outdoor adventure, Christian teaching. Fellowship 
Call for Centre Brochure or Camp Brochure 

Tel/Fax: 01278 652289 

Email: harryiacobson@hillhouse.org.uk 
Web: www.hillhouse.org.uk 


WELCOME ALL OVER 50s 

FEEL LIKE A BREAK? 

WHY NOT JOIN US AT 

MUNDESLEY 
HOLIDAY VILLAGE 

Situated on the tranquil North Norfolk coast. 
The village offers full board, heated chalets, 
full entertainment programme all day and 
throughout the evening. Live entertainment is 
featured each evening in the ballroom with 
cabaret shows, music for dancing and 
interludes for bingo and games. 

SPRING BREAKS 

Saturday to Saturday 
4th May to 11th May 

Prices from £138 

SUMMER BREAKS 

Saturday to Saturday 
18th May to 25th May 
29th June to 6th July 
6th July to 13th July 
20th July to 27th July 
31st August to 7th September 
Prices from £154 

All prices include coach pick up in your area 
Picking up in: Reading, Oxford and Banbury 
Ring our bookings hotline for more details 

01263 721553 


Hornby Hall 



Peaceful Tudor farmhouse only 4 
miles from M6 (j ct 40). 
comfortable accommodation, 
antique furniture, log fires. 
Dinner in original Old Hall using 
own garden produce. Easy walk 
to river and 13th C. church, wild 
trout fishing. Near to Lake 
District, Yorkshire Dales and 
Roman Wall. 

Brougham, Penrith. 

Cumbria CA10 2AR 
Tel/Fax: 01768 891114 
E-mail: enquiries@bonibyhall.co.uk 


PEMBROKESHIRE 

B&B 

Come and enjoy a 
relaxing break with us in 
our large country house 
with extensive grounds 

Ideally placed for the 
coastal path, beaches, 
Haverfordwest and 
St Davids. 

£19.00 per person 
per night. 

Vitsit our Website at 
www.cuffernmanor.co.uk 

Tel: 01437 710492 


JBohlontiet) 

Castle 

hotel 

80 years tradition in Christian Holidays 

We offer full board, half board, and bed & breakfast for 
large church groups and family bookings 

47 rooms, 2 equipped function rooms, bars and restaurant 

Please book early to secure accommodaton 
Call 01492 877 187 

or 

Fax: 01492 877 047 Church Walks. Llandudno LL30 2HH 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01993 773211 


GLENTHORNE COUNTRY 
GUEST HOUSE 
Easedaie Road 
Grasmere 

Cumbria, LA 22 9 QH 
015394 35389 
In the heart of the lake District 
en-suite, standard rooms. 

B&B from £26 p.p.p.n. 

Full Board from.£44 p.p.p.n. 


Wells/ 
Glastonbury 

Self-eitcrin) start break* & holidays. 
Our eettajes are comfortable, warm, 
eeiy and laved. 

Saa: www.pattin9skadhalidays.e0.uk 

E-mail: cjvbhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 




Christian Retreat. Conferences & Holiday Centre 


• Ecumenical Programme 
of Retreats and 
Workshops 

* Perfect venue for 
Restoration and 
Re-discoveiy 


• Comfortable rooms 
with ensuite facilities, 
catering for groups, 
families and individuals 

* Idyllic location offering 
panoramic views of 
neighbouring islands 


LES 

COTIIS 


For more details please contact: Paul Chambers 
Les cotils. St peter Port. Guernsey. Channel Islands. GYI IUU 
Tel: 01481 727793 Fax: 01481 701062 
e-mail: lescotils@aol.com 


SPAIN 

Andalusia 

Rural holidays, individual luxury accomodations around spacious 
farmstead, several thousand acres of unspoilt country. 

Wildlife, riding, walking, fishing, watersports from L50 per day B&B 

Los Corrillaros 

E 41479 La Puebla de los Infantes (Sevilla) 

Fone: 0034 955956130 / Fax: 0034 955956050 / email: 
udo@cerrillares.com - homepage: www.ccrillares.com 


HOLIDAY 

COTTAGES 

On and near the Golf Course near 
Clovelly, Devon 

Fresh water and sea fishing, golf, walking or just 
relaxing. 

Tennis courts. 

Cottages fully fitted and c/heating. 

Short breaks available. Dogs welcome 

Tel: 01237 451325 

enquiries@foxdownmanorcottages.co.uk 


Creekside Cottages 
LOG FIRES 
DOGS WELCOME 
Tel 01326 375972 

www.creeksidecottages.co.uk 
Near Falmouth, sleeps 2-8, 
COME AND RELAX 



SELF CATER AND RELAX 

with superb view of 

SNOWDONIA 

from modern well 
equipped cottage sleeping 
6/7 at CEFISI BRITH 
Delightfully situated and 
central for mountains, 
lakes, castles, with all 
facilities from £. I 7Spw 
SAE for brochure to 
Mrs. M Edwards, 

I 3 Barby Lane. Rugby 
CV22 SOJ 

(O I 788) 84208A 


Community of 
AU Hallows 

Anglican (open to all) 
Ditchingham, Bungay NR35 2DT 

Tel: 01986 892749 

Beautiful 47 Acres on 
Norfolk/Suffolk border. 

2 Retreat/Conference Centres for 

group bookings 

Plus 4 Retreat Houses choice of full 
board or self catering 
Also a programme of retreats 
throughout the year 
Midweek Reductions 
Leaflets available 
A registered charity 


PEMBROKESHIRE 
COUNTRY COTTAGE 

Treat yourselves to a 
break in one of our 
holiday cottages. 

Wonderful 
countryside, close 
to sea. 

Sleeps 2-10 
For availability 
and details 

Tel: 01437 710492 

Visit our Website at 
www.cuffernmanor.co.uk 



Home Contact us 
About us History Winchester 
Diocese Map 

•OPEN PROGRAMME 
DIARY 2002 

April 26-28 Journalling Sister Oona Mohan 

Personal and spiritual development through v 
Journalling 

May 22-24 Walking on Eggshells Canon 
Maureen Palmer 

A Christian perspective on decision making, 
including IVF, cloning, abortion and enthanasia 

June 14-16 Spirit of the Elements Sister 
Anne Davey 

An opportunity to explore in circle dance how we 
can find God in the elements: earth, air, fire and 
water. 

June 20 Carers’ Day Ann Lewin 

Space for carers to rest, relax and be refreshed 
and cared for. 

August 5-9 Embroidery Retreat Liz Ashurst, 
Revd Raymond Tomkinson 

Discover your own creativity through colour and 
stitch. 

Drop in days from 9.30am to 4.00pm 

Spend the day in silence to relax, contemplate, write, read or draw and be at peace. Coffee, Lunch and 
Tea are provided and there is a eucharist at mid-day. No need to book and no set charge for the day, 
but contributions are invited. 

Wednesday 20 March Friday 26 April Friday 17 May Tuesday 25 June Thursday 25 July 
You will be most Welcome! 

Full details of all Retreats / Workshops available front Old Afresford Place, Alresfard, Hampshire S024 9DH 
tdki 


March 5 - Prayer & Pain David Scott 

March 25-28 - Praying with Bach’s St 
Matthew Passion: 

Sr. Katharine Homstrom SHCJ 

Sr. Madeleine Cuddy, FCJ, Sr. Patricia 

O’Neill, SHCJ 

Listening and reflecting on Bach's St Matthew 
Passion with musical and scriptural reference 

April 08-11 Praying through Icons Canon 
Keith Walker 

In silence and guided meditation discover the 
history and significance of icons 

April 15-17 Mystery & Understanding 
Bishop John Baker 

A clergy Italy retreat seeking to equip ourselves 
better to help people on their journey of faith 


THORNLEIGH HOTEL and LODGE 

Grange-over-Sands 

015395 327333 'LL Stepping Stone to the Lake ‘District ! ' 


BARGAIN BREAK 

Monday to Thursday 25-28 March 
from £100 

WALKING TO 

WATERFALLS 

Monday to Friday 15-19 April 
from £195 

WORDSWORTH’S 

LAKELAND 

Monday to Friday 15-19 April 
from £185 

CASTLES OF 
CUMBRIA 

Monday to Friday 22-26 April 
from £195 

‘Door to Door Holidays available 
on certain dates 


Saturday to Saturday 
17th - 24th August 
from £216 including 
FREE COACH EXCURSION: 

Book this holiday 

and receive one of the 
following short breaks 
(worth from £144) 

completely FREE! 

APRIL 15-19 * or 22-26* 
MAY 13-17* or 20-24* 

(subject to availability) 

* Join the Special Interest 
Holiday for a small 
supplement 


BIRD WATCHING 

Monday to Friday 29 April - 3 
May from £203 

GARDENS OF 
CUMBRIA 

Friday to Friday 3-10 May 
from £295 

NATIONAL TRUST 
PROPERTIES 

Monday to Friday 20 - 24 May 
from £195 

DREAMS FOR 
MIDSUMMER 

Monday to Friday 24-28 June 
from £179 

Many more lovely holidays in the 
summer and autumn 


THORNLEIGH TRAVEL for Christian holidays in France and Switzerland, staying at Hotel 
Viktoria in the Bernese Oberland. Inclusive costs £649 pp (twin). 121 days by executive coach in 
JUNE, JULY and AUGUST, leaving the North-West on certain Thursday mornings and picking up 
at convenient points along the motorway system at Upminster for London (and places off the route) 
or at Dover. Spend two nights in France in each direction, including PARIS on the last night. 
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Feature 



1 1 . Creating forms of the emerging Church 


This is the last in a series of explorations about Sharing Life. Each month a different person considers 
one of the themes of our evangelisation strategy. We offer an explanation, some discussion points and a 
focus for contemplation. We suggest cutting these out and keeping them for further study. The Revd 
Canon Chris Neal, Diocesan Director of Evangelism writes: 


On the 

Sabbath day we 
went outside 
the city gates 
by the river- 
side, where we 
thought there 
would be a 
place of prayer, 
and sat down 
and talked to 
the women who 
gathered there.’ 

Acts 16:1 


Discussion 

points 


1. How much do we allow 
the priority of mission to 
shape our agendas as 
church, and indeed to shape 
the way we are church? 
How can we build church in 
such a way that relation- 
ships and community are 
real possibilities? 

2. If we allowed, where 
might God's Spirit blow us 
in imagination and creativity 
for the growing of a mission 
shaped church? Are we pre- 
pared to do this? 

Does thinking of church in 
new ways seem a risky busi- 
ness? If so, why? 




‘It is now too late to treat Western society as in some sort of decline 
from Christian standards, to be brought back to church by preach- 
ing and persuasion. Modern western society, taken as a whole, 
reflects one of the great non-Christian cultures of the world. 


Prayer 


If you were content, 

Lord, 

you would not bother 
with us. 

But you are restless: 
through anger 
through excitement 
and through love, 
you will all things 
to change and be 
made new. 

So we praise you that 
your restlessness 
has been born in us: 
as the pain of the world, 
the cries of your people, 
the urgency of 
your gospel, 
and your Holy Spirit 
upset our easiness 
and require us 
to respond 

Copyright: A Procession of 
Prayers from around the 
World John Carden 


Andrew Walls ‘Western Society’ presents a missionary challenge 
quoted in Church Next, Eddy Gibbs and Ian Coffey (IVP). 


Pause for contemplation 


Jesus said: ‘ For where two or three are come together in my name, I am there with them 


On your own, or with other 
church members, take time to 
be quiet together in the pres- 
ence of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reflect on these words and 
then take time to share what 
this promise of Jesus might 
mean and signify. Would 
there be any difference to the 


way we understood our call- 
ing to be church if we recog- 
nised this promise coming 
true in our midst? 

Read through one of the 
gospels and reflea on how 
Jesus spent time alone with his 
disciples - often on a journey, 
frequently around a meal. 


What are the words you might 
use to describe these times - 
what was happening? Are 
there insights for us today? 
Jesus spent much of his time 
outside and even challenging 
the religious structures of his 
day. Again, what might this 
say to us today? 


Explanation 
and exploration 


SHARING LIFE encourages 
us ‘to connect to people, 
both their communities and 
their culture in new ways’ 
and to be ready to ‘create 
forms of the emerging 
church’. What, though, does 
this mean? How will we 
recognise a new authentic 
form of church and how will 
it emerge anyway? 

Developing mission 

It is clear that we live in a 
complex and sometimes con- 
fusing society. Many of the 
accepted ‘norms’ which once 
‘glued’ society together seem 
to be disappearing, and peo- 
ple are thinking, relating and 
working in very different 
ways. This is the real world 
into which we are sent in 
mission and responding to 
this mission challenge is 
going to be more diverse and 
complicated than ever before 

Where two or three 

Wherever people have 
responded to the message of 
Jesus, and expressed some- 
thing of his Kingdom life, 
they have wanted to gather 
together, to worship and give 
thanks, to encourage each 
other in prayer and study, to 
minister to each other, and 
build one another up for 
mission and service. At the 
heart of this they have want- 
ed to break bread and share 
wine to celebrate Christ’s 
risen presence with them, 
i As Christians reach out in 
mission, those coming to 


faith from our present world 
culture will want to experi- 
ence these expressions of 
Kingdom life, but will often 
need to do so in new ways 
and forms which speak to 
them. 

So how will it look? 

In one sense we are not yet 
sure because the new thing 
God’s Spirit is doing is still 
emerging, still being formed. 
However, there are some 
clues. Emerging church will 
place a high value on rela- 
tionships as the building of 
community. Already church 
is forming as people simply 
meet around a meal table 
each week, and as part of 
that meal break bread and 
share wine. Church is 
already emerging in the club 
or cafe culture, where the 
sense of community is para- 
mount. 

Emerging church will also 
be light and sometimes tran- 
sitory - a pilgrim communi- 
ty. Above all emerging 
church will form and be 
formed as the Spirit blows in v 
mission, rather than as is so 
often the case at present, the 
church determining and 
shaping the mission. 

Chris Neal 

The Revd Canon Chris C. 
Neal is the Oxford Diocesan 
Director of Evangelisation, 
Sharing Life Office, Thame 
Barns Centre, Church Road, 
Thame, Oxon 0X9 3AJ. 
Tel: 01844-2 16097. Fax: 
01844-260827 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner 
Spiritual Direction also offered 
Registered with BACP & UKRC 
Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 01 18 973 4801 


ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 


New build, ref urbishments, 
extensions, space planning and 
interiors 

Private, public and commercial 
projects large and small 

Design of special facilities for 
people with disabilities 

For a FREE initial consultation call 

Ian Hunt or Terry March 
on 0118 986 7990/1 


Ian Hunt Associates Limited 
A Christian run practice 


CORNWALL 

Close to Eden Project 

Short break available in our self catenae 
bungalows and site caravans 
Full heating in all rooms 
Also available: Detached four bedroom 
bungalow with own garden. 

Brochure: Trencreek Farm Holiday Park 
Hewaswater, St Austell, Cornwall PL26 7IG 
Tel: 01726 882540 Website: www.trencreek.co.uk 


50% OFF HAVEN DEVON CLIFFS EXMOUTH 

www.newhols.com 

50% OFF during June, July and September 
Free pass included. Massive discounts available. Holiday caravans, 
economy to new on ALL ACTION HOLIDAY PARK. Outstanding 
facilities/entertainment, kids clubs, heated pools, beach, sports courts, 
pubs, clubs, dazzling shows etc. 

For your best ever holiday contact Newmans Tel: 01 17 9147 283 


DEVON CLIFFS 

EXMOUTH 

2/3 bed caravans all with sea views, 
good site, amenities, dogs welcome 
in some caravans 

EASTER FROM 28th MARCH 
5 NIGHTS OR 9 NIGHTS 

Mobile 07970 042054 
0117 924 3807 - 0117 924 6950 


Lynton, North Devon 

6 Luxury Apartments sleeps 


2 

4 

6 

£160 

£200 

£245 


Contact: Steve Strudley: 01491 826200 
^ Evenings: 01491 838564 ^ 


Qraystok& !Hote[ 


Licensed family 
run hotel. 

En-suite double, 
twin and family 
rooms available. 

All enquiries 

01271 862328 



B&B from 
£20 
3 nts 
BBEM 
from £84 


ItfracomBe 


HOLIDAYS IN NORTH DEVON 

Odeddon VaCtey 9ddl 

Coastal cottages in converted Saxon Mill with 
riverside walks. Lorna Doone country. 
Tranquil private valley in Exmoor National 
Park. Voted England’s most picturesque area. 
Heated swimming pool; jacuzzi 
Short breaks from &98 Week from 248 
Telephone: 087 1 7 1 70772 



Centre 
for Christ s 

Biirstone Manor 

Holidays, Retreats & conferences in beautiful mid-Devon. 
Open all year 

Families, individuals, church groups all welcome 

Peaceful setting, views to Dartmoor, good food & 
facilities for ail ages. Accommodation for 50 guests. 
Reductions for midweek bookings. 

Further details from: Centre for Christ, 

Burstone Manor, Bow, Crediton, 

Devon EX 1 7 6LB 

Tel: 01363 82261 

E-mail: centreforchrist@burstone.freeserve.co.uk 
or visit our website: www.burstone.freeserve.co.uk 



HOLIDAY COTTAGES 


On and around the Golf Course 
near Clovelly, North Devon 

Fresh Water and sea fishing, golf, walking 
or just relaxing 

Tennis Courts 

Cottages fully fitted and central heating 
Short breaks available - Dogs Welcome 


Tel: 01237 451325 

enquiries@foxdownmanorcottages.co.uk 
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Comment 


All that consoles is not fake 


HUMAN beings 
have always suf- 
fered but we are 
today, perhaps, 
more conscious of 
that suffering than 
ever before. 

Because of pain 
killers, enhanced 
healthcare and a 
better diet, most of 
us in the West suffer less phys- 
ical pain than our forbears. 
Paradoxically this has had the 
effect of making us believe 
that all suffering can be elimi- 
nated and has heightened suf- 
fering which can’t be eliminat- 
ed as an obstacle to faith. 

For this reason much of the 
art and literature over the last 
hundred years has been stark 
and sombre in its depiction of 
the human condition. 
Furthermore Christian art and 
literature has focused on the 
way in which God shares in 
our human anguish, so the 
predominant image has been 
that of Christ on the Cross. 

The difficulty has been to 
convey any sense of the victo- 
ry of Christ over evil and 
death. It is all too easy to 
depict the Resurrection as sim- 
ply a reversal of the Cross, a 
happy ending tacked on at the 
end, something which is unbe- 
lievable because it seems too 
good to be true to the facts of 
the brutal existence we know. 
This suspicion is further rein- 
forced by our suspicion of any 
form of wishful thinking, 
summed up in lapidary form 


by Iris Murdoch 
when she said 
that ‘All that con- 
soles is fake’. But 
why should all 
that consoles us 
be fake? What 
she asserts is sim- 
ply an assump- 
tion, nothing 
more. It is an 
assumption, very widely 
shared in our society, that we 
should question from a 
Christian standpoint. 

From a Christian point of 
view, Christ’s life and death is 
a victory, not just a moral vic- 
tory but a divine victory that 
will ultimately be reflected in 
the way things go and are, the 
actual state of affairs. For Fiis 
Resurrection, however we 
understand it, is a promise that 
God’s purpose of love dis- 
closed in Jesus Christ, cannot 
ultimately be thwarted. Within 
time or out of time, God’s 
good purpose will prevail. 

Sometimes we wonder 
whether God was justified in 
taking the risk of creation. In 
Christ we know that He can 
make evil yield good, can turn 
human ill will and suffering to 
good effect. So in saying 
‘Christ is risen’ and in replying 
joyfully ‘He is risen indeed’, 
we express our confidence not 
only that creation is good but 
that all that has gone wrong in 
it can ultimately come good. 
Christ’s saving purpose is at 
work and that purpose is not 
limited by death. 



FROM THE 
BISHOP OF 
OXFORD 


April Diocesan appointments 


The Revd Basil (Bob) Butler-Smith, 

Rector Rotherfield Peppard, All Saints and 
Rotherfield Greys, St Nicholas, to retire; 

The Revd David Byrne, Team Vicar 
Woodley Team Ministry, Woodley Airfield 
Church, to be Vicar of St Chad, Patchway, 
Bristol; The Revd David Cook, Team 
Rector and Area Dean of Newbury, to be 
Honorary Canon of Christ Church 
Cathedral; The Revd Mark Dearnely, 
Vicar, St Paul's Hook, to be Vicar, St 
Mary's Wendover and St Michael and All 
Angels Hatton; The Revd Alan Dibden, 
Team Vicar, Burnham Team M inistry to be 
Acting Team Rector, Burnham Team 
Ministry; The Revd Andrew Hawken, 
Vicar of Benson, St Helen, also to be Rural 
Dean, Aston and Cuddesdon Deanery; The 
Revd John Masked, Priest in Charge, St 
John the Baptist, Capel, Guildford Diocese 
to be Team Minister, Aylesbury Walton 
Team Ministry and Bedgrove Parish; The 
Revd Laurence Meering, Senior Team 
Vicar Parish of St Mary, Southgate, 
Chichester Diocese to be Team Minister 
Walton Team and Parish of Bedgrove, 


Aylesbury; The Revd Simon Oliver, NSM 

Cherry Hinton, to be Chaplain, Hertford 
College, Oxford; The Revd Ronald 
Redgrave, PTO in Oxford; The Revd Phil 
Roberts, Curate Famham Royal w. 
Hedger ley, to become Team Vicar, Parish of 
Southend; The Revd Michael Roden, 
Rector, Steeple Aston w. North Aston and 
Tackley,to be Team Rector of Hitchin and 
Team Vicar of St Mary's Hitchin, St 
Alban's.; The Revd Judith Rose, OLM 
Great Linford St Andrew and Giffard Park 
and Blakelands Community Church, also to 
be Vocations Advisor for Milton Keynes; 
The Revd Susan Smith, Team Vicar, 
Whitton Team Ministry, to be Priest in 
Charge, St Andrew's Cippenham; The 
Revd Peter Stanway, Associate Priest in 
the Cowley Team Ministry to retire; The 
Revd Andrew Wingfield Digby, NSM St 
Andrew's North Oxford, to become Vicar; 
The Revd Carol Wodehouse, NSM 
Hambleden Valley Group, to be Priest in 
Charge, Great and Little Hormead, 
Wyddial, Anstey, Brent Pelham and 
Meesden. (PTO = permission to officiate) 


Don’t put roses on the cross 

The reality of the passion and death of Jesus struck home while Frances Young was on a visit to Jerusalem. 
Professor Young, who is a keynote speaker at the Diocoesan Convention in July has written a number of 
books on suffering including Sacrifice: the Death of Christ 


I DARE say you too are scep- 
tical about all those hollow 
oaks where locals claim King 
Charles hid himself. I confess 
I felt the same about the 
Holy Sites before I went to 
Jerusalem. 

The opportunity didn’t 
come till 1997, so I spent 
years knowing the city only 
through maps and pho- 
tographs. And I was aware 
of the history: it was the 
Emperor Constantine’s 
mother, Helena, who encour- 
aged the development of the 
sites, claiming to have found 
a fragment of the true Cross, 
three centuries after the 
event. There was a long dark 
period in which there is pre- 
cious little evidence of 
Christians in the locality, so 
a continuous tradition 
seemed implausible. As 
unlikely then, if not more 
unlikely, to have any basis in 
fact as King Charles’ oak 
tree! 

Grounds for scepticism 

So what changed my mind? 

I was on an academic 
exchange visit. We had 
already spent time on the 
Temple Mount earlier that 
week, and now on the 
Saturday of Holy Week (to 
avoid the pilgrim crowds of 
Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday) we began a tour of 
the Christian sites. We had 
begun with the excavations 
which revealed the ‘Sheep 
Pool’ described in John 5. 
Then we went on to the 
Convent of the Sisters of 
Zion, and down into the 
basement to see the 
‘Lithostratos’, the Pavement. 
The location was the site of 
the Antonia, the Roman 
fortress just outside the 
sacred Temple precincts. The 
whole thing had been re- 
built in Hadrian’s time (same 
Hadrian as built Hadrian’s 
wall), in other words after 
the time of Jesus. Good 
grounds for continuing scep- 
ticism, I thought. 

But seeing the Pavement 
was a moment of reality. 
Whether or not it was the 


same stones as Jesus walked 
on, it was solid Roman pave- 
ment, and scratched on the 
surface were ‘boards’ for 
playing dice. Suddenly I 
could see it all, the rough, 
bored soldiers, passing the 
time in betting and game- 
playing, then indulging in a 
cruel bit of horseplay, blind- 



A Breton wooden 
image of Christ with 
the crown of thorns 


This is a story about 
reality, about the poli- 
tics, violence and suf- 
fering which we see on 
our TV screens, and 
which, if we are honest, 
damage our own lives 
and relationships. 


folding the prisoner and get- 
ting him to prophesy, dress- 
ing him up with a crown of 
thorns and pretending he’s 
really king! Jesus became 
typical of all the victims of 
military oppression and 
human callousness which we 
know still goes on in prisons 
and camps all over the 


world. From there we 
walked the Via Dolorosa. 
Somehow I now knew there 
was a strong likelihood that 
this was the way that Jesus 
went. 

Finding something real 

I couldn’t respond with any 
positive or pious feelings 
towards the competitive 
muddle of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, dominated 
as it is with the history and 
the present of Christian dis- 
unity, misplaced adornment 
and queues of pilgrims. Yet I 
found myself mentally strip- 
ping away the overlay of 
basilicas and altars, and 
becoming deeply sure that 
Helena had found something 
real, the quarry where the 
crosses had been left to rot, 
just below the rocky outcrop 
where they’d been erected, 
and a simple tomb hollowed 
in the rocks where the body 
had been laid. Sensibly our 
guide had shown us a typical 
rock tomb of that date, not 
the nearby Holy Sepulchre 
shrine itself, and I guess that 
was a crucial factor in my 
growing sense of reality. 
Under the vaults of the basil- 
ica was a cemetery, once out- 
side the city walls. Here was 
where they had laid him. 

Earlier in my trip I had 
looked across the Sea of 
Galilee from the Golan 
Heights as the afternoon sun 
silhouetted the Mount of 
Transfiguration. We had 
looked at an archaeological 
site, including mosaics from 
an early Christian church. 
We had been warned not to 
leave the path because the 
land might be mined. We 
had been shown a former 
Syrian guard-post, sitting 
there right above an Israeli 
kibbutz. Wandering back 
alone, I noticed the spring 
flowers hiding the minefields 
and thought ‘Consider the 
lilies of the field’ and had a 
sudden realisation that Jesus 
came into the same sorry, 
violent world as we live in. It 
is perhaps not surprising that 
the reality of the passion and 


death struck home a few 
days later in Jerusalem. 

Not a magic wand 

It is too easy for us to ‘put 
roses on the cross’, as some- 
one once said, and to treat 
the Resurrection as a magic 
wand that takes away its 
reality. This is a story about 
reality, about the politics, 
violence and suffering which 
we see on our TV screens, 
and which, if we are honest, 
damage our own lives and 
relationships. The celebra- 
tion of Easter needs to take 
that reality with the utmost 
seriousness. For that 
enhances the wonder, the joy 
and the hope that comes 
from knowing that God, in 
Jesus Christ, entered the 
depths of our darkness and 
transfigured them. The hour 
of glory is the hour when Jesus 
is lifted up on the Cross ‘that 
whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life’ (John 3.15). 

Professor Frances Young is a 

Methodist Minister. She is also 
the mother of Arthur, a young 
man with severe mental and 
physical disabilities. She holds 
the Edward Cadbury Chair of 
Theology at Birmingham 
University Her last book, Face 
to Face is about the theology 
of suffering. 


Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come 
again 

Easter 

greetings and 
blessings to 
all our readers 


HOLIDAY 

COTTAGES 

On and near the Golf Course near 
Clovelly, Devon 

Fresh water and sea fishing, golf, walking or just 
relaxing. 

Tennis courts. 

Cottages fully fitted and c/heating. 

Short breaks available. Dogs welcome 

Tel: 01237 451 325 

enquiries@foxdownmanorcottages.co.uk 
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Church music: alive or dead 


IS CHURCH 

music dead or 
alive in the 
Oxford Diocese? 

The answers to 
questions like 
this are emerg- 
ing from a series 
of audits of the 
Diocese’s musi- 
cal resources 
being conducted 
on a deanery 
basis. The first 
three, Aston- 
Cuddesdon and 
Witney in 
Oxfordshire and Sonning in 
Berkshire, have now been 
completed and there is a lot 
of good news. 

In some deaneries regular 
church musicians account 
for as much as 10% of the 
entire electoral roll. Even in 
poorly resourced deaneries it 
is still around 5-6%. 
Translate that into normal 
Sunday attendance figures 
and musicians emerge as one 
of the largest special skills 
groups in the church today. 

Good news, too, is that 
musicians are adapting and 
evolving in the face of new 
challenges and new music. 
Benefice choirs, music 
groups and even an orches- 
tra provide the critical mass 
to keep enthusiasm and 
standards alive. In many 
parts of the Diocese there is 
a real enthusiasm for co- 
operation. 

Where it works well, music 
is a means of spiritual expres- 
sion at the heart of our wor- 
ship. It is the way that many 
Christians enter into the 
experience of worship. 

So what makes for a suc- 
cessful musical parish? Size 
of congregation and a histo- 
ry of music are not key. 
Make-or-break are the pres- 


ence of a strong, 
permanent 
director of 
music, and, 
mutual respect 
between musi- 
cians and clergy 
for their respec- 
tive vocations 
and ministry. In 
those areas 
where music 
does not work 
well, entrenched 
positions rather 
than mutual 
respect are usu- 
ally to blame. 

But direct assistance 
would also help. In 
Oxfordshire, few ques- 
tioned had got much practi- 
cal help from the Royal 
School of Church Music. 
Even less help had come 
from the Diocese itself. For 
one musician, our audit was 
the first musical contact in 
12 years with someone out- 
side her own parish. 

The solution emerging is 
for deaneries to appoint 
enthusiastic and committed 
music champions to provide 
focus and direction along- 
side RSCM Education 
Officers. Knowing there is 
someone out there who 
cares and can help will be a 
simple but big step forward 
to sharing life better. 
Without music, our spiritu- 
ality and worship are 
impoverished and our mis- 
sion diminished. 

John Howell 

The musical audits have been con- 
ducted on the basis of surveys by 
John Howell (Warborough), David 
Duvall (Sonning and RSCM)/ and 
Wanda Adams (Witney and The 
Oxford Harmony Trust) with the 
support of the Diocesan Director of 
Communications/ the Revd 
Richard Thomas. 



by 

John Howell 


Freemason answers back; celebrating the success of Churchmead; alarmed by 
President Bush; affirming the truth; more of Archbishops; and an offer of music. 


Sewing two masters 

As a committed Christian and 
a Freemason, I found Ray 
Crossman’s attack on 
Freemasonry (letters, 

February 2002) very hurtful. I 
am sure that all Christian 
Freemasons within the 
Diocese and beyond, both 
ordained and lay, will find the 
accusations of occultism, 
hypocrisy and dishonesty 
deeply offensive. Sadly, the 
critics of Freemasonry seem 
determined not to accept the 
point, very well spelt out in 
explanatory leaflets published 
by the United Grand Lodge of 
England, that we are not a 
religion. As Grand Lodge 
explicitly stresses, we offer no 
unique route to salvation, we 
offer no sacraments and have 
we no theology. By forbidding 
the discussion of religion at 
our meetings we prevent any 
specific Masonic theology 
from developing. 

Furthermore, Grand Lodge 
points out categorically that 
Freemasonry is not a substi- 
tute for religion: on the con- 
trary, it is a friend and sup- 
porter of religion because it 
encourages all its members to 
follow their own Faiths with 
devotion. We provide a safe 
haven where brethren of all 
faiths, races and nationalities 
may meet for fellowship and 
undertake charitable works 
without fear of criticism or 
persecution. 

I would sum up the Masonic 
attitude towards God in the 
words of 1 John 4 v 7-8, 

‘ Beloved , let us love one 
another; for love is of God; 
and every one that loveth is 
bom of God , and knoweth 
God. He that loveth not , 
knoweth not God; for God is 
love. * 

John Grange 

Northwood 


Opportunity for school 

As a regular reader of The 
DOOR, I was delighted to see 


your front page article on 
Churchmead School in 
Datchet (March 2002). Over 
the last five years the LEA 
has worked hard with the 
school community to raise 
standards. I firmly believe 
that thq school now has an 
enormous opportunity to 
establish itself in the commu- 
nity as an excellent all age 
Church of England Voluntary 
Aided School. Churchmead 
was our only school without 
a 6th Form when the Unitary 
Authority was established in 
1998, so we are all delighted 
with this result. 

It is also important to say 
that when the Princess 
Margaret School in Windsor 
closed in the summer of 
2000, the education authori- 
ty gave an undertaking to 
the Diocese that it would 
continue to work with them 
to seek a alternative church 
education opportunity in the 
Windsor area. That promise 
has been kept. 

It has been a pleasure to work 
with Danny Sullivan, the 
Diocesan Director of 
Education throughout the 
process. He is someone who 
realises and recognises prob- 
lems as opportunities to be 
overcome. This authority 
looks forward to continuing 
our excellent relationship and 
partnership working with the 
Diocese. 

Malcolm Peckham 

Director of Education, 
Windsor and Maidenhead 


Stop the conflict 

We are very alarmed and 
worried by the statements 
coming from the White 
House. Mr Bush’s declared 
aim against the ‘axis of evil’ 
with Saddam Hussein as the 
first layer, must surely further 
inflame the Muslim extrem- 
ists. it has become more dan- 
gerous still when Mr Bush 
says that he is prepared for 
the USA to act unilaterally. 


Should he ask for British sup- 
port either for a full-scale 
assault on Iraq or for the use 
of the Fylingdales base in 
Yorkshire for missile defence 
plans, then the answer should 
be a definite ‘No’. 

Whilst we understand the 
need for action against terror- 
ism, we feel that it has, to a 
certain extent, been brought 
about by our failure to 
address the extreme poverty 
of people in Third World 
Countries. We would urge 
our government to speak out 
against further extension of 
conflict and to concentrate on 
aid to peoples so desperately 
in need. 

Thelma Telling, John 
Goodwin, Millicent Godwin, 
Suzanne Withell, C. 
Tomlinson, Maureene 
Shreeve, Lydia Barker, M 
Biggs 
Oxford 


Affirming the truth 

Thomas Merton, a Trappist 
monk, whose writings on 
spirituality have had a wide 
influence, said that ‘the good 
Christian is not someone who 
can refute other religions, but 
one who can affirm the truth 
in them and then go further.’ I 
prefer his views to those of 
C.S.Lewis, quoted at length 
by James Wilson is last 
month’s DOOR. 

In my own experience, I have 
found the approach of dia- 
logue which builds relation- 
ships of trust has allowed me 
to witness to Christ, whereas 
too often a more aggressive 
approach, sadly linked in the 
past to programs and cru- 
sades, has prevented members 
of other faiths from hearing 
the Gospel as ‘good news.’ 
Marcus Braybrooke, 

Marsh Baldon 


Christians overseas 

Christine Zwart’s admirable 
article in the February issue of 


The DOOR, concerning the 
proceedings leading to the 
appointment of the next 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
was primarily concerned with 
the leadership of the Anglican 
Church in Britain. 

I think, however; that the 
Archbishop’s role as Head of 
the Anglican Communion is 
more important than his role 
in this country. There are 
many more practicing 
Christians overseas than there 
are here. In India alone there 
are over 20 million of them; 
and the Anglican Church 
overseas is expanding rapidly, 
especially in Africa and Asia. 
It appears that the Bishop of 
Rochester is regarded as one 
of the bishops with the quali- 
ties necessary for promotion 
to Archbishop. He also has 
an advantage in being an 
Asian, who would understand 
the problems in developing 
countries. I believe that in all 
the circumstances he would 
be the right person to succeed 
Dr Carey. 

Christopher Blake 
Oxford 


Congregational music 

St Barnabas is a lively church 
in Reading which opted for 
the new ‘Contemporary 
Language’ Holy Communion 
Service as soon as it was pub- 
lished. In order to retain a 
sung service before suitable 
music appeared to be avail- 
able, we composed our own! 

We now have lively, tuneful 
but classical settings* suitable v 
for congregational singing, 
even where there is no choir. 

The settings have been taken 
up at St Barnabas with enthu- 
siasm and have greatly 
enriched our worship. 

Helmut van Emden 
Reading 

* I will be happy to post a copy 
of the music on request to: 11a 
Shinfield Rd, Reading, Berks, 

RG2 7DA. However, please 
enclose a SAE for A4 paper. 



LeeMick Ltd. 

Tel/Fax: 01634 351666 Email: mick® ioemick.CG.uk 
Web: wwwJeemick.co.uk 


We aim to design, supply and install 
an invisile heating system, that will 
replace only the heat that is lost, at 
the speed it is lost, without fuss, and 
in a cost effective and energy 
efficient manner Irm 


LeeMick l w 


UNDERFLOOR HEATING 



lunjtn/u+ L-ji+U 


Interested in Japan? 
Concerned for Japanese? 

Would you like to 

know more about Japan and how you can pray? 
have help in reaching out to your Japanese friends? 
know about opportunities to work with or support us? 

JCL works among Japanese, not only in Japan, 
but also in Britain and elsewhere in Europe, 
through full-time missionaries as well as 
part-time volunteers. 

Japan Christian Link 

Contact us 

JCL PO Box 68 Sevenoaks Kent TN13 2ZY 
Tel/fax: 01732 455453 
Email: info@jclglobal.org 
Web: www.jclglobal.org 


Japan CtirMan Li* 


Registered Charity 213834 


Our work is Caring .... 

Running nine residential 
and nursing homes 

THE 

CHURCH 
OF 

ENGLAND 
PENSIONS 
BOARD 

offers security and 
peace of mind to 
all those retired 
from the stipendi- 
ary ministry, 
including Clergy 
Widows and 
licensed lay work- 
ers. 

Many of our pensioners may need help to 
pay for their care. Your donation or legacy 
will help us to continue this much needed 
work for those who have cared for others 
in the name of Christ, 

Please help us in any way you can 
Thank you 

The Church of England Pensions Board (0TD) 

FREEPOST Lon 898 
London SW1P 3YS 

Reg. Charity number 236627 










Courses 


Diocesan Prayer Diary 






Miilton Keynes T raiiriwg 
Commission 

Tues 9 April - 25 June ‘My 

Father’s House has many 
rooms’. An ecumenical course 
exploring why and how the 
various denominations have 
become separated, what still 
divides them, and what 
progress has been made 
towards reunion. Leader: Mrs 
Marilyn Lewis. Cost £45 for 10 
weeks, or £5 per session. 
Enquiries (01908)322533 
Email: mkctc@tesco.net 

CMcritas ? f 

12 -14 April A weekend for 
men to explore vocation to the 
Priesthood. At The Retreat 
House CR, Mirfield West 
Yorkshire. Cost: £30. Sponsored 
by the Catholic Societies of the 
Church of England, speakers to 
include the Archbishop of York. 
Details: Father James Wilkinson , 
5 Bernards Way , Wantage , 
OX12 7EA 


Sacred Sights 

1 1 May - 2 June An exhibi- 
tion of paintings and artifacts 
resulting from the archaeology 
around Dorchester Abbey. For 
details contact the Dorchester 
Abbey Appeal, (01865) 340633 


Evangelism and 
Ministry 

The Training Co- 
ordination Team provide a 
Rolling Programme as follows: 

Christian Institution - Baptism 

22, 29 May, 12, 19, 26 June 

at Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, led by Phillip 
Tovey. 

23, 30 May, 13, 20, 27 
June at St Mary’s Burghfield 
Parish Centre led by Revd Alan 
Didben. 7.15 - 9.30pm, £15. 

Understanding Global Issues 

11 May at Stokenchurch Church 
Hall, 10am - 4pm, £7.50. 

Story and Doctrine of the 
Church 

16, 23, 30 April 7,14 May 

at Wing Village Hall 

17, 24, April, 1,8, 15 May 

at Wing Village Hall, both led 
by Revd Peter Ballantine. 7.15 - 
9.30pm, £15. 

Preaching Day 
27 April at Stokenchurch 
Church Hall, led by Revd Peter 
Ballantine and Revd Phillip 
Tovey, 10am - 4pm, £7.50. 
Introduction to Portfolio 
15, 29 April, 10 June at 
Stokenchurch Church Hall led 
by Revd Phillip Tovey, 7.30 - 
9.30pm, £5. All details: (0186S) 
208282 



WEC May Day 
2002 

6 May Open Day at 1 
the headquarters of 4 ^ 53 ^ 5 ^ 
WEC (Worldwide 
Evangelisation for Christ) 
International Grounds open at 
10.15am. Speakers include 
Patrick Johnstone, author of 
Operation World, Dr Phyllis 
Kilbourn, Director of Rainbows 
for Hope Ministry and Kent 


Praying the News: the 
ne eds of the woctd’and 
the response of faith 

11 MayA workshop led by Dr 
Anne Borrowdale, writer and 
tutor with the St Albans and 
Oxford Ministry Course at All 
Saints Pastoral Centre, London 
Colney. This day workshop 
explores new ways for individuals 
and local churches to develop, the 
‘Sharing Life’ commitment to be 


»••••••••••••••••••••• 

Annual Gathering of the 
Living Spirituality Network 

20 April At Maria Assumpta 
Centre, 23 Kensington Square, 
London. Speaker John Hull. Book 
via Win Kennedy (01908) 200675 

Clergy Roles 

10- 14 June A Working 
Conference for Clergy and 
Ministers in Local Churches. The 
Grubb Institute of Behavioural 
Studies energises people to trans- 
form their behaviour individually 
and corporately as they gain 
insight into their experience of 
human systems, institutions and 
personal relations when seen in 
the context of Christian faith. At 
Shallowford House, Shallowford, 
Stone, Staffs, ST15 ONZ. Tel: 
(01785) 760233. Cost: £385 

Church of England Guild 
of Vergers Conference 

18-22 June Annual Training 
Conference at Newman College, 
Birmingham. Seminars, workshops, 
lectures, trade stands, fellow- 
ship, fun and worship. All who 
do the work of a verger, (with 
or without the title) are most wel- 
come. Details from D. Sumner, 2 
Hanover Court, Evesham Rd, 
Headless Cross, Redditch, B97 5ET 

St Michael and All Angels 

21 April, 19 May, 16 June 

The School of Mystical 
Christianity. Having Indirect 
and Direct Access to God’. 
Explore our spiritual treasure 
with ways into prayer, and 
teaching and sharing from our 
saints and mystics. Led by Revd 
Philip Roderick, 6-8pm at St 
Michael’s Amersham-on-the 
Hill. £5 per session or £12 for 3. 
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I Let us pray to God our Father for:- 

I Thurs 28 th MAUNDY THURS- 

I DAY Jesus said ‘A new com - 
I mandment 1 give unto you: that 
I you love one another as I have 
I loved you. By this shall all peo- 
I pie know that you are my disci- 
I pies if you have love for one 
I another.' John 13.34 
I Fri 29 th GOOD FRIDAY 
I We adore you O Christ and we 
I bless you because by your holy 
I cross you have redeemed the world. 

I Sat 30 th EASTER EVE May the 
I light of Christ banish the dark- 
I ness from our hearts and minds 
I EASTER DAY 

I Sun 31 st Blessed are you O God , 
I the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
I In your great mercy you have giveyi 
I us new birth into a living hope by 
I the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
I from the dead. 1 Peter 1:3 
I Mon 1 st Reading Deanery. For the 
I members of the deanery synod and 
I pastoral committee as they seek to 
I implement their pastoral plan in 
I this very large and diverse dean- 

■ ery. For the area dean - Brian 

■ Shenton, synod lay chairman - 
1 Mary Harwood; clergy - Colin 

* Bass; LLM’s - Clifford Powell, 
Janice Palmer, Tony Bushell, Ken 

! Dyson, Len Harris. 

. Tues 2 n( * Beech Hill, Grazeley and 

• Spencers Wood: clergy Joan Hicks, 

■ Maureen Devine; LLM- June 

■ Hardcastle. Caversham St Peter 

I and Mapledurham w. Caversham 
I Park LEP (Caversham Group 
I Ministry): clergy - Richard 
| Kingsbury, Keith Knee-Robinson, 

| Alveen Thoresen; LLM’s- John 
I Madeley, Bill Vincent, Rosalind 
I Rutherford. Caversham Park 
I Church (LEP): clergy - Margaret 
I Dimmick; Baptist lay preacher - 
I Jean Smith: LLM - Paula Andrews. 


Thurs 4^ Earley St Nicolas: clergy 

- Daniel Tyndall. 

Earley St Peter: clergy - Derek 
Spears, Jo Loveridge: LLM - Roy 
Baxter, Carole Cull, Elizabeth 
Harland. Earley Trinity (LEP): 
clergy - Simon Howard, Nick 
Thompson. 

Fri 5^ Emmer Green (Caversham 
Group Ministry): clergy - Derek 
Chandler, John Dudley: LLM - 
Elizabeth Gash. Reading All Saints; 
clergy - Henry Everett, Stuart 
Richards: LLM’s - Sylvia 
Cummins, Anthony Green. 

Sat 6^ Reading Christ Church: 
clergy - David West. Reading 
Greyfriars: clergy - Jonathan 
Wilmot: LLM’s - Philip Giddings, 
Sue Wilmot, Dennis Parker, John 
Ledger, Christine Ledger. 

The Second Sunday of Easter 
Sun 7^ Dentists, physiotherapists, 
radiographers, hospital cleaners 
and porters and all workers in hos- 
pitals and the medical services. 

Mon 8 th THE ANNUNCIA- 
TION OF OUR LORD TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Reading Holy Trinity: Reading St 
Mark; clergy - Jonathan Baker, 
Charles Card-Reynolds, Ronald 
Lusty. Reading St Agnes with St 
Paul; clergy - Vernon Orr, Eve 
Houghton; licensed lay minister - 
Meg Kirby. Reading St Barnabas; 
for the churchwardens during the 
vacancy. Reading St Giles: clergy 

- Michael Melrose. 

Tues 9^ Reading St John & St 
Stephen: clergy - Tony Vigars, 
Suzanne Knight, Ali Marshall, 
Nicholas Benson: LLM’s - Alan 
Lawrence, Peter Marshall, Jeremy 
Thake. Reading St Luke w. St 
Bartholomew: clergy - Nigel 
Hardcastle, Brian Blackman, 
Christine, Blackman. 


Barnes: LLM - Richard Franklin. 
Reading St Matthew: clergy - 
David Jasper; LLM - Peter Grosse. 
Tilehurst St Catherine of Siena: The 
Cornwell Community Church; for 
the churchwardens during the 
vacancy: LLM’s - Tony Bartlett, 
Mike Heather, Pam Toon. 

Fri 12^ Tilehurst St Mary: clergy - 
William Cleeve: LLM - Jean 
Towler. Tilehurst St Michael: cler- 
gy - Fred Dawson; LLM- Anne 
Attewell, Don Wark. Tylehurst St 
George: clergy - Adam Carlill. 

Sat 13*“ Woodley Team Ministry; 
clergy - David Byrne, Julia Wright, 
Lyn Comerford, Paul Roberts: 
LLM’s - Susan Walters, David 
Fulford, David Karsten. 

The Third Sunday of Easter 
Sun 14^ Those who work on 
our local trains and buses; dri- 
vers, conductors, ticket collec- 
tors, signal men, track repairers, 
station managers and cleaners. 
Mon 15^ Diocesan Council for 
the Deaf: clergy - chairman David 
Manship and his successor - 
Eddie Shirras: pastoral assistant - 
Janice Barnett; chaplains - Roger 
Williams, Ben Whitaker, Louise 
Brown Jacqui Hendry; LLM’s - 
Don Prytherch, Bruce Armour, 
Clifford Powell, Ken Dyson, 
Janice Palmer, Ursula Coles, 

Mary Lovegrove. 

Tues 16*k Diocesan Mothers 
Union - Christian Concern for 
Families Worldwide: president - 
Felicity Randall: secretary - 
Jennifer Brooker: for branch lead- 
ers and members in our parishes. 
Wed 17^ Diocesan Committee for 
Racial Justice: chairman - Beverley 
Ruddock: secretary -John 
Prangley; clergy - William Cleeve 
(Berks) Derek West (Bucks). 

Thurs 18^ Church Army. 


Jonathan Ball (Abingdon); Geoff 
Sussex, Phillip Bosher, Steven 
Thatcher (Arborfield); RAF chap- 
lains; clergy - Simon Iredale 
(Benson); John Coyne, Alastair 
Bissell (Brize Norton); Stephen 
Ware, Ian Greenhalgh (High 
Wycombe); Leigh Spicer, Ray 
Pentland, Marcus Hodges, Andrew 
Jolly (Holton). 

Sat 20^ Licensed lay ministry: 
For the diocesan adviser - to be 
appointed: archdeaconry advi- 
sors - Lynda Blair, Bob Heath- 
Whyte (Oxon); Gill Wiggins, 
Brian Dent (Berks); Ann 
Franklin, Patricia Neale (Bucks). 
The fourth Sunday of Easter 
Sun 21 st Social workers and 
counsellors, and those who are 
new to their work - learning 
what it is to take responsibility 
for people in need of help. 

Mon 22 nc * Samaritans: directors 
-Norma Savory (Oxford), Kevin 
Tharme ( Reading), Glenys Ewart 
(Banbury), Andrew Rockell 
(Slough), Ruth Baker (Bracknell), 
Elizabeth Fenton (Newbury) and 
for all their members who wait 
by the telephone. 

Tues23 nd GEORGE, MARTYR, 
PATRON OF ENGLAND The 
Mission Partnership of the Milton 
Keynes Christian Council: clergy - 
ecumenical moderator - Murdoch 
Mackenzie: director of Christian 
training - Jan Appleby. Milton 
Keynes Deanery Since last autumn 
the deanery has agreed to work 
more closely with the mission part- 
nership of the MK Churches 
Council. This brings together in 
one meeting the Deanery Synod, 
Methodist Circuit, Baptist 
Association and URC District. 
Mission and outreach are their top 
priority. Pray that this will be a 


Graham Skipsey, Ruth Walker- 
Singh. 

Wed 24^ Bletchley: clergy - 
Mike Archer, Colin Davis, Janet 
Lawrence; LLM - Robin Rowles. 
Whaddon Way Church (LEP): 
clergy - Alan Bird: lay pastors - 
Peter Cutler, Ken Pitkethly, Sue 
Gibbs. Fenny Stratford; clergy - 
Victor Bullock, Ian Thomas. 
Thurs 25 th MARK THE EVAN- 
GELIST Milton Keynes Christ the 
Cornerstone (LEP): clergy - 
Richard Cattley, Kevin McGinnell, 
Stephen Heap, Sharon Grenham: 
R.C. Sister - Mary Slaven. Stony 
Stratford: Calverton: clergy - Ross 
Northing, Janet Northing, C.A. 

Fri 26^ Stantonbury and Willen 
Team Ministry (LEP): clergy - John 
Ponter, Jan Appleby, Judy Rose, 
Andy Jowitt, Jacquie Henry, Jo 
Stoker, Shaun Sanders: LLM’s - 
Arthur Chadwick, Ann Franklin, 
Pat Collins, Cis Jones, Barry 
Fleming: baptist lay preacher - 
Margaret Prisk. 

Sat 27^ Walton Team Ministry 
(LEP): clergy - David Lunn, John 
Danford, Stuart Dennis, Susan Staff. 
Water Eaton St Frideswide: Water 
Eaton (LEP): clergy - Mandy 
Marriott, Christopher Bell: parish 
Evangelist - Irene Lees, C.A. 

The fifth Sunday of Easter 
Sun 28^ People of no fixed 
address, especially ‘travelling peo- 
ple’ and youngsters leaving home 
not willing to return. 

Mon 29™ Wading Valley Team 
Ministry (LEP): clergy - John 
Waller, Pauline Barnes, Valerie 
Rushton, Tim Norwood, Richard 
Davis: URC lay preacher - Neil 
Eldridge: LLM - Phyllis Bunnett. 
Tues 30^ Wolverton Holy 
Trinity: Wolverton St George: clergy 
-Jeremy Trigg, Ian Rodley; LLM 


is free or charge and no book- 
ing necessary. Details from 
WEC International, Bulstrode, 
Oxford Road, Gerrards Cross, 
Bucks SL9 8SZ. Phone: 
(01753) 884631 


its needs, through prayerful and 
practical response to social issues 
in the news. Further details on 
www.saomc.org.uk/praynews.ht 
m or from Gill Pratley, Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
0X2 ONB. (01865) 208260 



1 (Gaversham Group Ministry): cler- 
gy - Keith Kinnaird. 

Caversham St John the Baptist 
(Caversham Group Ministry): clergy 
- Philip Dallaway, 
Stephen Cousins. 


Laurence: Reading Minister: cler- 
gy - Brian Shenton, Chris Russell. 
Shinfield; clergy - Owen Murphy: 
LLM’s - Michael Dexter-Elisha, 
Chris Leslie. Swallowfield; Farley 
Hill Chapel; clergy - Peter Bannister. 
Thurs ll^ 1 Calcot: clergy - Alan 


wcnster: diocesan co-orainater - 
Michael Collyer; Bekonscot Model 
Village - Barry Newman: press and 
media officer - Leslie Tennant. For 
all members of the Church Army 
working in our parishes. 

Fri 19 th Army Chaplains: clergy - 


rne Ionian ^arnouc c,nurcn win 
become more fully involved. For 
the area dean - Richard Cattley: 
synod lay chairman - Penny 
Keens; clergy - David Lunn; LLM 
- Peggy Faithfull. Milton Keynes; 
Sector Team - Stephen Norrish, 


i earn ministry [Ltn'y. ciergy - i 

Kevin McGarahan, Duncan I 

Barnes, David Rudiger, Ian Parker,® 
Janet Conway: LLM’s - Mike 
Davidge, Barry Howson, Judy 
Howson, Freda Jackman, Tony 
Stanyer, Alison Wale. 




Compiled by Jemimah Wright 


What’s On is a free service for readers of The DOOR. If you would like your 
event included on the May DoorPost, send details in writing to the address 
below before the deadline 1 7 April 


APRIL 

4 March - April 6 OXFORD Ark- 
T Centre and Gallery ‘Red Threads’ 
exhibition of paintings and drawings 
by three young local artists. Opening 
times, Mon - Tues 12.30 - 2pm, 

Wed 10am - 4pm, Sat 10am - 12 
noon. Other times by appointment 
(01865)396778/773499 

I GROVE April Special at 
Cornerstone, Saville Way, Tiffin 
with tea or coffee £1.40. Details: 
(01235) 223867 

4 IVER HEATH ‘I’m bored’ Activity 
Sessions at Iver Nature Study Centre, 
Slough Road, Iver Heath, Bucks, 
SLO OEB. (01895) 270730 
7 AMERSHAM Beauty in 
Chants, a simple but powerful ser- 
vice drawing upon contemplative 
Christian chants from around the 
world. Details: (01494) 726 680 
9 IVER HEATH Mix and Paint, 
learn to paint water colour at Iver 
Nature Study Centre, Slough 
Road, Iver Heath, Bucks, SLO 
OEB. (01895)270730 

I I ASTON TIRROLD Summer 
Art Course begins at the Centre 
for Reflection 2.30 - 4.30pm, £45. 
Details: (01235) 847270 

13 ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD 
All Saints. Music for an April 
evening. Claire Overbury (flute). 
8pm. Refreshments. Retiring col- 
lection for Rotherfield Peppard 
Educational Charity. Details: 
(0118)972 2844. 

13 BURNHAM Quiz Night host- 
ed by the Christian Drinking 
Club, 7.30pm. Details: 
Cornerstone (01628) 664338 
13 WENDOVER The Soloists of the 


Orchestra of the Royal Opera 
House. St Mary’s Church 8pm. 
Tickets £9.50, cones £8.50, children 
£1. Information: (01296) 622805. 

14 SLOUGH CPAS (Church 
Pastoral Aid Society) is sponsor- 
ing Graham Turner, a vicar in a 
multi-cultural area of 
Birmingham on a tour of church- 
es. He will talk about showing 
the love of God through commu- 
nity projects. St Paul’s Church. 
Cost is £10 per person. Details: 
Jane Ives, CPAS, (01926) 458458 

Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust 

16 April Visit to some 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire 
churches 

23 May Cathedral Tour to 
Lichfield 

13 June Visit to St Mary’s 
Church, Bampton. Supper at 
Weald Manor. 

20 July AGM and Church Walk 
at Ewelme 

Details from The Secretary, 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
Trust, The Dower House, 

Westhall Hill, Fulbrok, Oxon, 
OX18 4BJ (01993) 824196 

14 YELFORD Plant sale of shrubs, 
fruit and herbaceous at Broad Leas 
House 10am - 4pm. Proceeds to SS 
Nicholas and Swithun Church. 

17 WALLINGFORD Ten week 
Alpha Course at the Ridgeway 
Community Church 21b and 22 St 
Mary’s Street at 7.15pm. Details 
(01491) 824139 

18 WAVENDON Celebration 
Service for 50 years of Mothers’ 


Union and Deanery Festival. 7pm at 
St Mary’s Church. Details: (01908) 
237774 

18 ASTON TIRROLD Quiet Day 
at the Centre for Reflection 10 - 
4pm. Details: (01235) 847270 

18 CAVERSHAM The Oak House 
Quiet Garden, day led by Mrs 
Rosemary Carpenter, 10am - 3pm. 
Details: (0118) 9476067 

19 MILTON KEYNES Open Day’ 
at the Christian Aid Office between 
2pm - 9pm. Details: Sue James 
(01908)608135 

20 ETON Concert at College Chapel, 
7.30pm, featuring the Stuart Singers, a 
mixed choir from Gloucestershire. 
Tickets £8 from The Eton Dorney 
Centre, (01628) 662823 



Fritillary Sunday in Ducklington in 1994. 

21 WITNEY Fritillary Sunday at 
Ducklington Church, Fritillary Field 
and Church open from 11am, plant 
stall and cream teas from 2-5pm. 
Details: (01993)772175 

22 MILTON KEYNES Church and 
State: the Dissenting Witness. A lec- 
ture by the Revd Prof. Alan Sell, at 
Christ the Cornerstone, 7.30pm. 
Details: (01908) 237777/230192 
25 COOKHAM DEAN Celebrity 
Organ Concert at St John the 


Baptist Church, 8pm. Tickets 
£7.50, details: (01628)529861 
26 OXFORD Service to launch report 
of OXCAP Debt hearing. Speaker: 
Evan Harris MP. New Road Baptist 
Church, Bonn Square 12.30pm. 

26 OXFORD Service to launch report 
of OXCAP Debt hearing. Speaker: 
Evan Harris MP. new Road Baptist 
Church, Bonn Square, 12.30pm. 

27 GREAT BRICKHILL Plant 
Fayre with professional and ama- 
teur stalls at the Parish Hall, 12 - 
4pm. Admission £1.50. Details: 
(01525)261240 

27 ASTON TIRROLD Myers 
Briggs Workshop at the Centre for 
Reflection 10 - 4pm, £15. Details: 
(01235) 847270 

27 CHARLBURY Conference on 
‘Church Buildings for the Future’ 
exploring opportunities for use and 
development of church buildings, 
9.45 - 3.15 at St Mary’s Church, 
£5. Details: (01608) 810760 
27 WINDSOR Knight’s Musical 
Evening 7.30pm at St Martin’s 
Chavey Down. Details: (01344) 
883047 

27 - 28 FRINGFORD Open 
Gardens 1 - 5 pm, various village gar- 
dens open, herb farm, flowers in the 
church, plant stall and teas. Come 
and enjoy a peaceful afternoon in 
Flora Thompson’s Candlford. 

28 AMERSHAM Haydn’s 
‘Nelson Mass’ with the Amersham 
Festival Choir and Orchestra, con- 
ducted by Iain Ledingham. 
Communion at 6pm at St 
Michael’s Church, (01494) 726680 
30 ABINGDON ‘Walking the Edge’ 
The Revd Graham F. Jones will 
speak of his 2000-mile walk round 


the English coast to raise money for 
charity. Revd Jones lost three chil- 
dren to cystic fibrosis and has a mov- 
ing tale to tell of his walk and life. At 
Christ Church, Northcourt Road, 
7.30pm. Details (01235) 520470. 

MAY 

I GROVE May Special at 
Cornerstone, Saville Way, Almond 
slice with tea or coffee, £1.40. 
Details: (01235) 223867 

4 GERRARDS CROSS Children 
in God’s Family, a seminar day 
for parents, grandparents andchil- 
dren’s workers 10.30 -5.30pm, 
£10. Booking forms from WEC 
International, Bulstrode, Oxford 
Road, Gerrards Cross, Bucks, SL9 
8SZ. (01753)278103 
extension@rapidial.co.uk 

4 WENDOVER A Golden Celebration 
with Wendover Choral Society 

4, 5, 6 MILTON KEYNES The 
Changing Scenes of Life, Flower 
Festival at St Mary’s Wavendon, 

I I -- 4pm. 

5 AMERSHAM Beauty in Chants, a 
simple but powerful service drawing 
upon contemplative Christian chants 
from around the world. Details: 
(01494) 726 680 

5 WENDOVER Tea and cakes at St 
Marys, 2.30 - 5pm, every Sunday 
until Harvest 

10-11 THEALE Englefield 
May Fair 10am to 5pm at 
Englefield House. Grand Plant 
Sale, quilt and patchwork exhibi- 
tion and stalls, dolls house exhibit 
tion, steam rally and more. 
Entrance £5, in aid of The Motor 
Neurone Disease Association. 
Details: (0118) 930 2221. 


11 OXFORD FOCUS ‘Working 
with Loss - a Christian 
Perspective’ led by Sheila Stephen, 
9.30am - 4pm at Diocesan Church 
House. £15 for members, £20 for 
non-members. Details: Doris 
Swinbank (01628) 636469 


Study days at Wycliffe Hall 

Tues 7 May 2002 9.30am to 4pm 
Postmodern Christian Apologetics 
Prof Alister McGrath, Professor of 
Historical Theology at Oxford 
University, and Principal of Wycliffe 
Hall. Cost of day £12. 

Sat 18 May 2002, 10am to 4pm 
God’s Empowering Presence - the 
Holy Spirit Today Prof Gordon Fee 
and Revd Dr Mark Stibbe. Gordon is 
well-known for his work on I 
Corinthians and the Holy Spirit. 
Mark is Vicar of St Andrew’s, 
Chorleywood, and is the author of 
many books. Cost of day £18. 

Please send your payment (cheques 
to ‘Wycliffe Hall’) at least 7 days in 
advance to: Admissions Officer, 
Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Road, 
Oxford OX2 6PW. Telephone 
enquiries: 01865 274200. Lunch and 
refreshments are included in the 
cost. Please tell us if you are a 
Vegetarian and send a contact number. 

BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 


Surplus books 

St Nicolas Church in Abingdon 
has a quantity of books which 
are no longer required but 
which are in reasonable condi- 
tion. They include copies of the 
Book of Common Prayer , 100 
Hymns for Today and More 
Hymns for Today. 

Details from: Geoffrey Currey, 
Church Warden, tgcurrey@peads- 
farmplants.fsnet.co.uk 

Services at Christ Church 

Cathedral, Oxford 

• 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays only 6pm Choral 
Evensong 6pm Sung Eucharist 
on Thursdays or Saints Days 

Easter Services 

Palm Sunday - normal services 

25 March Mon - Evensong 
with men’s voices 

26 Tues Blessing of Oils, 

11am 

27 Wed 11am Holy 
Communion, St John’s 
Passion at 7.30pm 

28 Thurs Eucharist at 
7.30pm 

29 Fri Good Friday Liturgy 
at 10am, 6pm Evensong 

30 Sat Evensong 6pm, 

Easter Liturgy at 9pm. 

Easter Day - Normal services 


Notices 


Prayer Diary Editor 

Wanted: a willing volunteer, lay 
or clergy, to edit the monthly 
Diocesan Prayer Diary in The 
DOOR from 1 September 2002. 
Graham Canning assisted by his 
wife Pat, has done a wonderful 
job for us for four years but 
feels it is time to hand over the 
task. The Diary includes prayers 
for the clergy, licensed lay min- 
isters, youth workers etc by 
name in all our deaneries, 
benefice by benefice in turn, 
once a year. We also pray for 
church leaders, members of 
boards and councils, sector 
ministers, church house staff, 
etc. The Prayer Diary Editor 
needs to be committed to the 
ministry of intercession, com- 
puter literate and have an eye 
for detail. Please ring The DOOR 
Editor on 01865 208227 or email 
door@oxford.anglican.org 


3 April Come and celebrate 
Passover with Jews for Jesus, 
Westminster Chapel, 
Buckingham Gate, London, 
6pm for 6.30pm. Cost £18, 
children under 13, £9. Details: 
(0207) 431 9636. Jews for 
Jesus, 174 Finchley Rd, 
London, NW3 6BP. 



The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 ONB. 


Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 


Email: 

door@oxford.anglican.org 
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Disabled Drivers Race to Donington Park 

31 January 2001 - The world's largest public mobility event of its kind. The 
Mobility Roadshow 2002, will take place at Donington Park, near Derby on 
Thursday 20th, Friday 21st and Saturday 22nd June 2002. This unique event 
gives disabled drivers the opportunity to test drive a huge variety of vehicles on tne world 
famous racetrack. 

Around 85% of the 8.6 million disabled people in the UK were not born disabled, but 
became disabled at some point in their life through accident or illness. If you, or a member 
of your family, are disabled or have recently become disabled, The Mobility Roadshow is 
the single most useful event you can visit all year. 

The Mobility Roadshow is a free, charity event with two main goals: 
to provide impartial information and advice about the latest mobility products and services 
available & to provide a hands-on testing facility for visitors to try out mobility products in 
a no-pressure environment. 

You will find everything you need to keep you mobile at The Mobility Roadshow 2002. All 
the major motor manufacturers and over 200 exhibitors will present the latest mobility 
solutions, products and services that are available to make life easier for those who find it 
hard to get around. 

The hands-on experience ranges from trying out simple gadgets to testing wheelchairs on 
the special wheelchair test track or test driving fully adapted cars (from little run-arounds to 
sports cars) on the world famous racetrack. 

To an able-bodied person, the opportunity to test drive a car isn't anything special. For a 
disabled person, it is a unique opportunity. Even though mobility vehicles make up more 
than 10% of the UK car market, the range of adapted cars usually available for disabled 
drivers to test drive from their local garages is either extremely limited - or non-existent. In 
fact, most disabled drivers have to rely on the car salesman driving them round the block 
for a 'test drive'. They then have to buy the car, have it adapted ana are at last able to 'test 
drive' it for themselves when it's too late to change their minds. 

The Mobility Roadshow is the only place in the world where disabled people have the 
opportunity to test drive such a wide range of cars and vehicles already fitted with a variety 
of adaptations. This test drive opportunity is available to all, whether you have a -vehicle 
through the Motability scheme or as a private owner (in fact, only 1 7% of all orange/blue 
badge holders are Motability customers). 

You simply need to bring your driving licence for the opportunity to drive around the world- 
famous circuit. Non-drivers are also give the opportunity to be driven by their carers, 
allowing them to check vehicles for passenger comfort ana accessibility. 

For further details and public enquiries please contact Mobility Choice tel 0870 770 3222, 
email choice@gtnet.co.uk or see the web site www.justmobility.co.uk/ roadshow 

Press enquiries please contact: 

The Mobility Roadshow Press Office 

Ravenstone PR / 8 The Causeway, Teddington, Middlesex TWI 7 0HE 
Tel 020 8943 5343 / Fax 020 8614 8087 
Email mobility@ravenstone-pr.demon.co.uk 


www.teniplecare.coin 


Changing lives & 
lifestyle with herbal 
& natural health 
giving nutritional 
products for inner 
& outer health 
programmes for 
individual weight 
loss/gain & vitality 

Call: 01628 638171 

Authorised HERBALIFE distributors 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a registered nursing home, specialising in the 
tranquiliser-tree care ot patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, 
large gardens and grounds and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around 

WARDINGTON Near Banbury, 

tiv-vt O xon 0X17 1SD 
NURSING home Telephone: (01295) 750513 


EUROPE’S PREMIER MOBILITY EVENT 

wfobility Roadshow 

the future of mobility 

Thursday 20th, Friday 21st & Saturday 22nd June 2002 
Donington Park, near Derby 
Open daily from 10am • FREE admission 

• unique opportunity to test drive a huge range of 
adapted cars and specialist vehicles on the world 
famous circuit 

• fully accessible exhibition featuring over 200 exhibitors 

• wheelchair & scooter test track: try before you buy 

• impartial advice and information 

• family fun with entertainment, creche and food court 

• go-karts, skid cars, 4 x 4 driving, outdoor pursuit vehicles 

• ample free parking on tarmac; new compact exhibition site 

• free show guide 

• pre-bookable wheelchair loans 

For anyone with a mobility problem , the Mobility Roadshow 
is the single most useful event you can visit in 2002 

For further details and your Test Drive registration form contact Mobility Choice 
tel: 0870 770 3222 e-mail: choice@gtnetgov.uk www.iustmobility.co.uk/roadshow 


"CURING ARTHRITIS THE 
DRUG-FREE WAY" 

by MARGARET HILLS, S.R.N. 

The best selling account of the author's personal 
battle against mis crippling condition - and how 
the natural approach has left her pain-free for 
the last 30 hears. 

For free details send s.a.e. or tel: 

01926 854 783 

Margaret Hills S.R.N., 

1 Oaks Precinct, Caesar Road, 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 1DP 




EARN EXTRA MONEY 
AND HELP OTHERS 
... by providing care 
and companionship for 
the elderly in their 
own homes. 
FLEXIBLE HOURS 
Ring 

01494 678811 

UNIVERSAL CARE 


Tread lightly on the earth - 
even when leaving it ... 

Biodegradable strong cardboard coffins 
from £50 

Our biodegradable coffin is 
manufactured at our Braintree 
factory in recycled cardboard. A 
unique locking system makes it 
very sturdy - it will hold up to 20 
stone in weight. 

It comes in a variety of finishes: 
wood grain, marble or white. 

White coffins can be decorated to 
order if required. 

The Greenfield Coffin is accepted 
at UK Crematoria and is ideal for 
green burials. 

Prices from £50 (flatpack) and 
from £100 (pre-assembled) 

A range of fitments and plaques is 
also available. 

Greenfield (Coffins) Ltd 
Unit 2-6 Lakes Road , 

Braintree , Essex CM7 3SS 

Tel: 01376 327074 
ivww.greenfieldcoffins.com 



REEVES 

MEMORIALS 

CARING FAMILY 
BUSINESS 

* Large memorial display 
* Top quality guaranteed memorials 
* Insurance cover available 
* Renovation work - free estimates 
* Prompt and reliable service at 
competitive prices 
146 Magdalen Road, Oxford 

01865 251231 

Home Visits Arranged 


ACE DENTURE CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 


Established 20 years 

* We make dentures look like real natural teeth 
at affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IV0CLAR 

DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality porcelain teeth available 

• Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 





For appointments phone (24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY THE GEORGE 
BROWN COLLEGE OF DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESB0R0UGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 

01296 421832 

37 CAMBRIDGE STREET, AYLESBURY rear of Marks & Spencers 


LOSE WEIGHT 
AND FEEL GREAT 

“I lost lbs and inches and dropped 2 dress sizes!” 


• No calorie counting # Eat your favourite foods 
• Natural herbal products • Testimonials available 
• Serious calls only 


Call Anita 0207 686 0957 

www.newyou.uk.com 


THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, 

The Cookham Riverside complements its stunning location 
by providing the highest standards of care and attention in 
comfortable and relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information or an appointment to view, please contact: 
Miss P. Hadley Matron on tel: 01628 810557 
Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9SD 


I LOST 10 KG 

in 11 weeks 

Simply - Naturally 
To find out how listen on 

0845 200 7301 

If you like what you hear call 
Tom on 

01235 224 226 


HAVE YOU LOST MONEY FROM 
FINANCIAL HOWNTHRN 

* The Stock market? * Pension Market? 
or are you retiring? Recently divorced? Bereaved? 

Or would just like to have more disposable income 
Then you could benefit from 
PERSONAL EXPENDITURES AUDIT 
where we check your tax code, your payments for gas, electricity, 
telephone and insurance, to ensure you are on the best tariff. 

The work is done by a Chartered Accountant 
who is independent of all financial institutions, and the cost of 
our service can be as little as £50 
(10% discount for over 55's) 

For no obligation brochure telephone: 0151 343 0233 
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Pauletlci f.Etlwards 


Out of tlie 
rubble 


Out Of The Rubble By Pauletta Edwards 

Fauletta E dwarde spent her childhood in care. She has been a nurse, a teacher 
trainer, a university lecturer and an international health service adviser. She had to 
retire early after being attached and left for dead by two drug addicts. 

This story tells of a child's fight to survive in what was, for her, the desolate and 
often hostile world of her childhood in care. It shows how a vicious spiral can build up 
through distrust, lack of communication and withdrawal. All this can lead to 
unimaginable difficulties in responding to warm and friendly overtures. The story 
gives rare insights into what it takes and how long it takes to pull someone 
damaged almost beyond salvation out of the rubble of life into love, trust and 
happiness. 

The aims of the book are: to increase everyone's understanding; to show what the 
needs are of deprived children and adults who suffered such a childhood; to give 
pointers to the ways in which adoptive and foster parents, teachers, social workers, 
the police, magistrate, carers and general public can help. 

You must read this book 

This is a harrowing story but it is also full of hope. 

It shows in the most painful detail what it felt like to be abandoned when only 13 
months old and, throughout a love-less upbringing in a children's home, to have no 
value as a human being. 

At its darkest it is a story of cruelty to children, both emotional and physical, at 
best a catalogue of exploitation and cold, harsh treatment by a Christian group who 
were named , with bitter irony, the Sisters of Mercy. 

Yet it is also a moving account of how one of these was helped through the long 
healing proce ss that made her into a lovely mature women. It would be easy to say: 
"Well things are better now", but recent cases have shown hat the inhumanity of 
adults to children is still a threat to those most vulnerable beings. 

The hope held out by this book lies in its message, set out with painful honesty, that 
with patience, perseverance and love these damaged children can be healed. 
Professor J.S. La Fontaine. 


OUT OF THE RUBBLE by Pauletta J Edwards 

Available from all good bookshops 

In case of difficulty contact: Vine House Distribution, Waldenbury, North 
Common, Chaiiey, East Sussex DN8 4DR 

Tel 0 1625 72339&, Fax: 01625 724166 

E-mail: sales@vinehouse.co.uk Website: www.vinehouse.co.uk 

ISDN O 95347 37 OX £7.99 


Insure your clubs 



ensure your church 
stays in the swing. 


By choosing Ecclesiastical household 
insurance, you are not only giving your 
valuables superb protection; you are also 
doing your best for your church. Our 
competitive household policy includes 


many features like sports equipment cover* 
that could cost you extra from anyone else. 
That’s not all. With every policy taken out, 
we give a voucher worth £25 for you to 
give to your church. 


* Automatically covered with Right Home Policy and where portable possessions cover is selected 
with Right Home Plus. 

For a quotation call 0800 33 66 22 quoting reference VCHB 
Open Monday-Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 





MEMBER 


General Insurance 


ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

e-mail: household@eigmaiI.com www. eigonline.co.uk/direct 

A £25 voucher will automatically be issued to the insured for each new household policy taken out under this scheme and a further £10 voucher will be 
issued upon each renewal. Vouchers can be passed to the church of your choice for redemption in cash or against church insurance premiums Vouchers will 
be dispatched within 30 days of policy purchase. This offer is not available in Northern Ireland or in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. Promoter. 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic, Registered Office: Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 UZ. Calls may be monitored or recorded. 


CORNWALL 

Hayle 

4 Bedroom 
(detached bungalow) 

Sleeps 8 

Close to beaches, coves and the 
Eden Project. Electricity included. 
2 Minutes shops and harbour 
Pets by arrangement 
Mrs Astbury 

(01606) 593628 


G\er\or]ei$h Hotel 

TORQUAY, DEVON 

♦♦♦♦ 



Featured on the BBC Holiday Programme. 
Delightful en-suite rooms, your comfort in mind. 
Good food, bar with terrace overlooking a 
Mediterranean style garden and pool. 

A quiet central location. A perfect place to relax. 
From £26pppn. 

For brochure tel: 01803 292135 


CONNECT TWO 

Register for single, 
widowed and divorced 
Christians seeking 
friends, companion or 
future partner. 

Tel: 01604 643663 

Email: 

connecttwo2()OQ @ hotmail.com 


CORNWALL 

A Place Set Apart 

Trelowarren is an ancient manor bouse in the 
heart of beautiful scenery where Christians 
can come for a time ‘away from it all’. We 
offer a warm welcome to all denominations. 

Individual or group retreats, conferences. 
Healing services. Here you can find physical 
and spiritual refreshment and a listening ear. 

A lovely House Chapel also awaits you. 

Contact The Wardens 
the Christian Fellowship, Trelowarren, 
Mawgan, Helston, Cornwall. TR12 6AD 
Telephone: 01326 221366 


Director of Music 

St. James Church, Finchampstead. Berkshire 

Due to our current Director of Music moving into full 
time Higher Education, above 'stipendecT post has 
become vacant. 

St. James' has a long tradition of maintaining a significant 
choir to both lead and support our worship and is an 
integral part of our praise throughout and especially for 
festive occasions. Currently the choir consists of 25 
junior and 12 adults enabling full four-part SATB hymns 
and psalms to be sung together with a traditional anthem 
at all services, with an organ voluntary following our 
recessional hymn. 

The choir holds a variety of seasonal social events, visits 
and sing Evensong at other Cathedrals and Churches in 
the south to extend and enjoy the different dimensions 
of music in a variety of architectural acoustics. 

St. James also has a close relationship with a Church in 
Milton, Vermont, USA whdre we plan a trip in August 
2002. Also a singing trip to Paris, especially for the 
juniors, is planned for June 2002. 

St. James is a popular 'ancient' Church venue for 
weddings where the choir is often called upon to sing. 
Currently at St. James, we have a deputy organist and a 
choir leader to support the Director of Music role during 
choir practices and also to undertake, on an occasional 
basis, to play the organ at Sunday services. 

The choir is an enthusiastic and growing team with a 
good mix of male and female voices across all parts. The 
organ is a 2-manual Compton with a console set apart 
from the pipes. If you are interested why not come along 
to one of our 1 1 .00am Sunday services and see and hear 
us. 

If you are interested and want to know more about the 
role and commitments, please call: Rev. Sheila Nunn on 
telephone 0118 973 2102 or the Parish Office on 
0118 973 0133 
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Tuesday 25th June 2002 

By popular request, the open air play 
entitled ‘The Life of Christ’, originally 
meant as a Millennium Celebration will 
be produced again in June 2002 at 
Wintershall, Bramley, Surrey from 25th 
to 30th June. It is an all day play starting 
at 10am and finishing about 4pm. 

For the previous three years this play has sold 
out of tickets early in the year and everyone is 
recommended to apply as soon as possible with 
a cheque and stamped addressed envelope. 

Last year, 17,000 people attended, including 
many large parties from schools, churches, 
clubs and other organizations. The play opens 
with the Nativity of Jesus and depicts his 
biblical childhood including the finding of them 
in the temple. Act II starts with John the Baptist 
and moves swiftly from scene to scene 
including the marriage of Cana, Sermon on the 
Mount, Lazarus emerging from the tomb and 
the feeding of the five thousand. 

After a short interval for lunch the play shows 
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, two trials, 
the crucifixion, the Ressurection and the 
Ascension by the Sea of Galilee,. The costumes 
are authentic to the times including the twelfth 
legion of Roman soldiers. 

Practical Details 

The play will be performed on Tuesday 25th 
June to Sunday 30th June 2002 and will start at 
approximately 10.15am and finish about 
4.00pm each day. The coach and car park are a 
1 5 minute walk from Act 1 . All coaches and cars 
should arrive before 10am. The play is in three 


- Sunday 30th June 2002 

Acts and there will be a brief lunchtime interval. 
The cost is Adults £10.00 Children £5.00 (up to 
age 18). 

Those attending will need to bring packed 
lunches, although very limited light 
refreshments are available for purchase. 

The event is in the open air so all will need to be 
well prepared for rain or shine! If you would 
like to attend the Life of Christ 2002 please 
apply for your tickets now by calling 
Wintershall Estate Office, Wintershall, 
Bramley, Nr Guildford, Surrey GU5 OLR Tel: 
01483 892167 Fax: 01483 898709. Please 
indicate your preferred date. 

The audience are requested not to leave during 
the performances. Adults accompanying 
children are entitled to one free ticket for every 
ten children in their party. Extra tickets for 
adults are £10.00 
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GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre - Paid Funeral Plans 



A OLD * advertisement fea ture 

GOLDEN 


CHARTER 


The Caring Approach 
to a Sensitive Subject 

Like everything else the cost of a funeral increases year after year. Due to the 
diminishing availability of burial space and the need by crematoria to meet 
stringent new EC regulations, combined with increased fees for doctors and 
clergy, funeral costs have increased ahead of inflation. 

Over the past two years the average cost of a burial has increased by 25% and a 
cremation by 12%. The average price of a simple funeral in the UK is now £2,048 for burial 
and £1,215 for cremation (The Oddfellows Survey of funeral Costs 2000). 

So it is not surprising that nearly 300,000 people in the UK have now planned and paid 
for their funerals in advance. By doing so they have demonstrated their thoughtfulness 
and care for their family and friends by removing not only the burden of funeral costs but 
also easing the stress of making the arrangements. 

Many of them did so through Golden Charter, a British company, which is the UK;s 
largest funeral planning network. Over 21,000 locally owned and run independent funeral 
directors throughout the UK now accept golden Charter plans and recommend them to 
the families they serve. 

Why ...? Because Golden Charter allows the client to cover all the costs related to the 
funeral. This means that the funeral director can guarantee the family will never be asked 
to pay more money for the arrangements the client has selected. You can personalise any 
of Golden Charter’s four plans to suit your own requirements through their unique Select 
Reserve option. 

This is not the case with some plans on the market so be sure to check exactly what is 
covered if you are shopping around. Also make sure that you can select and use the local 
funeral director of your choice. Some plans restrict your choice by nominating a firm 
owned by the plan’s parent company. 

It is important to distinguish between a pre-paid funeral plan and the funeral expenses 
policies offered by insurance companies. Such policies often do not detail the 
arrangements or guarantee to fully cover the costs of the funeral. If you are in reasonable 
health the sum paid out to the family could easily be less than the amount you have paid 
in premiums. 

Golden Charter even ensure that the thoughtfulness shown in purchasing a plan is 
remembered for many years to come. 

Through an exclusive arrangement with the Woodland Trust a tree is planted on your 
behalf in one of the Trust’s woodland sites. 

A living legacy for future generations to enjoy. Golden Charter are the only plans 
recommended by the National Society of Allied and Independent Funeral Directors 
(SAIF). 



GOLDEN CHARTER 

^FUNERAL PLANS 


o 

iNvT-s'Rin in front 


The only plan recommended 
by the National Society of Allied 
& Independent Funeral Directors 


The caring approach to a sensitive subject 


There comes a time when it’s 

natural to consider your own funeral... to 
think about loved ones and what to leave 
them. Not the burden of funeral costs, 
obviously. Or the ordeal of deciding on the 
arrangements. 

Golden Charter funeral plans give you 
total peace of mind. Here’s why they are 
recommended by over 2100 local 
independent funeral directors - companies 
that care deeply about their clients. 

• A Golden Charter plan enables you to cover 
every possible cost in advance. Therefore 
the funeral director can guarantee that he or 
she will not have to ask bereaved relatives 
for extra payment for the arrangements 
selected at the time of need. Other funeral 
plans do not necessarily meet all expenses. 


• Golden Charter gives you freedom to choose 
your funeral director. 

• With Golden Charter you may personalise 
your plan any way you wish. 

No other funeral plan has such a 
combination of benefits for you and your 
loved ones. 

If you’d like to know more, telephone any 
of the Golden Charter funeral directors 
advertising in this feature or complete 
and send the coupon to them. 
Alternatively, you may send it to: 

FREEPOST, GOLDEN CHARTER 
or call us free of charge on 

0800 833 800 

www.golden-charter.co.uk 


I Ptme send me your Goldtn Charter brochure with prices. 

| Mr/Mrs/Ms Initial: Surname: 




Address: 


To: FREEPOST 


< 
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MEMBER OF THE 


FUNERAL PLANNING COUNCIL 


THE ONLY 
INDEPENDANT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
IN OXFORD 



S & R CHILDS 

69 LONDON ROAD 
HEADINGTON 

Telephone: 

SANDRA HOMEWOOD (n6e Childs) 

(01865)42727^ 

You'll notice the 


Q3B 


W/A 
KX&T'JM 


difference 



Est Before 1879 

TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 



GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 


Telephone: (01491) 573370 


Camp Hopson 

Incorporating Arthur Chivers 

Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 


offer a personal and complete 24 hour service 

Thatcham: (01635) 871692 
Hungerford: (01488) 686511 
Highclere: (01635) 253509 


NEWBURY: (01635) 522210 

alia 90 West Street, 

Newbury, 


Berkshire RG14 1HA 


w 


HOWARD CHADWICK 
FUNERAL SERVICE 


A caring family-owned and managed 
Funeral Directors 
Private Chapel of Rest 
24 hour personal attention 
Hwa Monumental Stone Masons 
Clockhouse Cottage, 

Benson Lane, 

Crowmarsh, Wallingford 

Telephone: 01491 825222 



K. Y. GREEN 

Funeral Directors 
29 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 
Aylesbury (01296) 482041 

24 HOUR SERVICE 


Golden Charter Funeral Pre-payment Plan 

— ^O oL %f 

Established 200 years ^ 


Still a Real Family Business 

Private Chapel of Rest at Marsh Road, Little Kimble 


w 


FUNERAL SERVICES 

Chapel Lodge, 21 Corbett Road. Carterton. Oxon 

01993 842421 

^ Also (01993) 702123 ^ 

EDWARD CARTER 

Funeral Directors 

24 hour service 

DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 

A private family business upholding the 
traditional values of dignity and respect 
Pre-paid funeral plan 
107 South Avenue, 

Abingdon 0X14 IQS 


J/A 

VJM 


(01235) 528293 




Camp Hopson 

Incorporating Arthur Chivers 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

offer a personal and complete 24 hour service 
Thatcham: (01635) 871692 
Hungerford: (01488) 686511 
Chieveley: (01635) 247462 
Highclere: (01635) 253509 
NEWBURY: ((01635) 522210 


90 West Street, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG14 1HA 




a. l mauh 

& Son Limited 

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

(Previously Golden Charter 
Funeral Planner of the Year) 

★ ★ ★ 

Contact one of the following offices to 
obtain help and advice or a copy of the 
Golden Charter brochure. 

Eldom Road. 36 Eldon Road, Reading 
Telephone: 0118 957 3650 
Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfieid Road, Bracknell 
Telephone: 01344 303707 
Blyth House, 158 Reading Road, Henley 
Telephone: 01491 413434 


SURMAN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 
Incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs & Castle of Watlington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
The Green Crowell 2 5 Strcet 

Chinnor Princes Risborough 

(01844) 351323 (01844) 274842 

All numbers offer a 24 hour emergency service 


DARREN L. HANCOCK 

Independent Funeral Directors 


Bicester’s only INDEPENDENT 
Family Funeral Director 

■ A caring traditional 24 hour service provided 
by Mr Hancock personally 
Private Chapel of Rest yF*0*Sy 
Member of the Society of Allied and 
Independent Funeral Directors 
Golder Charter pre-paid funeral plans 
“Our Family Serving Your Family” 


88 SHEEP STREET, BICESTER 
Tel: (01869) 244200 (24 hrs) 


'Q- 


Funeral Service 

Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral Director 

Memorials designed and supplied to any area 
from our brochure 

Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, Oxon 0X7 5PP 

Tel: 01608 644112 -any hour 


ARNOLD 

FUNERAL SERVICE 


A Local Independent 
Family Business 

891 LONDON ROAD, 
LOUDWATER HIGH WYCOMBE 

(01494) 472572 

38 OAK END WAY 
GERRARDS CROSS 

(01753) 891892 

32 GRECORIES ROAD 
BEACONSFIELD 

(01494) 685000 

• Personal attention day or night 

• Private Chapel of Rest 

• Home visits by appointment 

www.arnoldwycombe.co.uk 

PREPAYMENT PLAN 
AVAILABLE 


24 HOUR SERVICE 
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MEDINA VALLEY CHRISTIAN CENTRE 

TWENTY AND THIRTY AND FORTY YEARS ON 

Trains trundled by on the line from Cowes to Newport near the western boundary of the Medina Valley Centre as the foundations of this Christian 
holiday and education centre were being laid and when the first guests launched their dinghies and sailed on the Medina river at the outset of 
Cowes week 1963. The combined cost of full board accommodation and an RYA sailing course that year was from fourteen guineas. It was the 
beginning of the realisation of a vision of founders Don and Val Hester and their friends of a place where people could come for recreation and 

recreation and refreshment for body, mind and spirit. A centre where they could 
relax in a Christian atmosphere, with a sailing during the day and an integral 
programme of study of God's word and its relevance to vibrant Christian living, 
when off the water. With practical and prayer support of individuals and the 
dedication of staff and volunteers the Christian Sailing Centre began. The work grew 
and developed over the years, not without its share of joys and sorrow, triumphs and 
difficulties to the 80 bed residential centre, well known today by 2000 plus school 
students who visit annually for curriculum based environmental studies, biology and 
geography field work and junior education activities including sailing, open 
canoeing and archery. During the summer individual guests and families enjoy 
holidays and RYA sail training courses in a programme of relaxation, refreshment 
and reflections including input by guest speakers. The work and ministry and 
Christian ethos of the Centre has not changed in forty years but in many visible ways 
of course Dodnor has changed very much. Catering for generations from the culture 
of the miniskirt to the new millennium the premises and grounds have been extended 
and modernised through the years but the essential message of God's love and 
salvation through Jesus Christ remains the same. On the ground though, development 
is continuous, The latest project, grand-aid funded has been the utilisation for 
demonstration and practical purposes of renewable energy and has included 
erection of a wind generator on the quayside where for many years the mast stood, 
often flying the flags AGAPE. There has always been fun, fellowship and laughter at 
Medina, as well as hanged and renewed lives. A Dodnor Fellowship of 250 
households, originally founded by former Centre chairman Revd Pat Goodland exists 
and thrives today keeping two-way links with the ministry through prayer and 
support. However, there will be many other people who remember Dodnor Creek 
with affection and gratitude but have inevitably moved on and lost touch as 
circumstances and responsibilities have altered. They may be interested to know that 
during the year of 2003 and particularly in Cowes week the directors and staff of 
Medina Valley Centre are planning a series of events to mark this milestone of 40 
years, giving thanks for God's goodness and as a springboard for the future under 
his direction. If you would like to be advised on the 40th anniversary special 
programme, information will be available later this year. To make contact telephone 
01983 622195, fax 01983 826962 or e-mail info@medinavalleycentre.org.uk 
The Centre's website, designed and maintained by Executive Director Peter Savory 
shows pictures of the Centre's facilities and premises and has much other information 
about MEdina www.medinavalleycentre.org.uk Valerie Ching is presently 

compiling a history booklet 
for publication next year 
and meeting and talking to 
people to research this. If 
you have information 
and/or pictures that you 
feel may be useful and 
interesting, she would be 
delighted to hear from you. 


SIR ROGER 

MANWOOD’S SCHOOL 

Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JX 

Foundation Mixed Grammar School 
11-18(870 pupils) 

(6th Form 200 pupils) 

65 boarding places for boys/girls 

(Entrance by School Test) 

* Weekly boarding available by arrangement 

* Excellent A-Level and GCSE results 

* 90% of students go on to University 

* Safe and secure environment 
* Strong Extra-Curricular tradition 
* Excellent ratio of House-Parents to Boarders 
REASONABLE BOARDING FEES / NO TUITION FEES 

visit our website atwwwrmplcxo.uk/edimeb/sites/ srms/ indexJfflnl 

For further information please contact 
Mrs Carol Joy, Headmasters Secretary on 

Tel: 01304 613286 Fax: 01304615336 

e-mail headsrraplcxn.uk 

wwwrmplcxn.uk/eduweb/ sites/srms/inde xhtml 



ASHFOLD SCHOOL 

Dorton, Near Thame 

Prep and Pre-Prep School 
3-13+ Day and Weekly Boarding 
An excellent academic record 
together with superb facilities for 
sports, arts, music and IT 

Please contact the secretary for 
more details: 

Telephone 01844 238237 

Registered Charity No. 272663 


Change 



of direction for 
Janine with 
Plater College 


Janine Roach , 28, says “I learned about Plater 
College from the Passage Day Centre in 
London. I was out of work and homeless, and 
the staff at The Passage suggested I should 
think about returning to education. At first I 
thought they were joking, but then I met 
someone from the College. I couldn’t believe it 
at first - they were offering me an opportunity to 
spend a year at a residential college in Oxford - 
this was me homeless, with no qualifications 
and no money. 

I intend to study for a Diploma in Youth and 
Community work next year, and eventually to 
work among young homeless people in 
London. After all - 1 know what it’s like! 

If Plater College can point me in the right 
direction, maybe it can do the same for you. 
Courses in Legal studies, Economics & Politics, 
Social Administration, Theology, Pastoral 
Studies . 

Why not see if Plater College can get you 
on the right track? Just like it did for 
Janine! 

- Just give Monica a ring on Freephone 
0800 0830813, or write to: 

PLATER COLLEGE 

Catholic adult Residential College 
Pullens Lane 
Oxford OX3 0DT 

e-mail ; admissions@plater. ac. uk 



St Mary’s College 

A College of the University of Surrey 


Department of Theology & Religious Studies 


MA in Chaplaincy Studies 
MA in Pastoral Theology 

Announcing two new exciting MA 
programmes. Both programmes can be 
taken at Postgraduate Diploma or MA 
level. The MA programmes include a 
placement component. 

Starting dates: 

April 2002 - September 2002 
February 2003 

For further information contact: 

Carol Lourdas 

Dept, of Theology & Religious Studies 
St Mary’s College 
Waldegrave Road, Strawberry 
Hill 

Twickenham TW1 4SX 
Tel: 020 8240 4198 
Fax: 020 8240 2363 
Email: lourdasc@smuc.ac.uk 

www.smuc.ac.uk 



What are the vital truths of our time? How can we understand what 
is going on in the world? Does the theatre of today have any meaning 
for the Church? Can drama help us to discover who we are? 

At Radius we believe it can. 


Here & Now 


Radius Summer School 



3- 1 0 August 2002 ■ 1 

York St John College, York K 

Professional Tutors, Excellent Teaching Facilities, Comfortable 
accommodation, Good Food and Bar. Programme of evening events, 
Time to explore York. 

Workshops in Acting, Movement, Voice, Professional Theatre, Devising 
Sound and Music. 

Now a Certificated Course Accredited by York St John College (Leeds 
University) 

Full details from: Radius, Hawkstone Hall, I A Kennington Road, London SEI 7QP 
Telephone: 020 7401 2422 

Radius 



C-o kethorpe 

SCHOOL 

Boys and Girls 7-18 Years 


Open Morning ^ 

Saturday 11th May 9.30am- 12 noon 


A community where individuals learn to excel 

* Small classes 

* Outstanding pastoral care 

* Extended Day 8.30am-5.00pm 

* Extensive local school bus service 
Cokethorpe School, Witney, Oxon 0X29 7PU 

01993 703921 

Cokethorpe Educational Trust exists to provide a first class 
education for every pupil 


MASTERS' COURSES AT SPURGEON’S 
£ AND THE 

COLLEGE OF PREACHERS 

MTH in Preaching 

Open Learning Course 
Validated by the 
University of Wales 


TH * CnUrgt »/ 

PREACHERS 

An Ecumenical 
in-Service Resource Centre 
For Preachers 
Founded 1960 


C An opportunity for further study which 
relates to and involves your present 
ministry 


c 


A course which will sharpen your skills 
and deepen your understanding 


3 


Course Leader: Stephen I. Wright MA PhD 
Director - College of Preachers 
For more details about , and/or an application 
form for the course - pleased contact: 

Karen Atkin, Administrator 
College of Preachers 
Tel/Fax: 01778 422929 

email: collpreach@mistral.co.uk 
website: www.collegeofpreachers.org.uk 



Woodbrooke 

Quaker Study Centre 

1046 Bristol Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham B29 6U 
enquires@woodbrooke.org.uk 
»«*-*=£•< www.woodbrooke.org.uk 

Jl'f Tel: 0121 472 5171 Fax: 0121 472 5173 

70 single, twin, family, disabled, some en suite rooms. 

Set within 10 acres of organically managed grounds, Woodbrooke offers opportunities for study and 
reflection in a friendly welcoming atmosphere. Courses are open to all, of any faith or none and the 
programme allows stays of longer or shorter periods according to individual needs. The programme is 
designed to deepen understanding, find support for personal and spiritual journeys, and explore how 
faith and action work together in the world. Life at Woodbrooke includes twice-daily worship, meals 
and interaction with people of many nations. Enquires for sabbaticals or other study also welcomed 
(ecumenical inter-faith connections with the Selly Oak colleges). 

MARCH - APRIL 

29-1 Moving into Colour; painting for all, Judith Bromley Nichols 

APRIL 

12-14 Pilgrim: am Appleseed Weekend. Arts based response and worship sharing. Chris Cook and 
Brenda Heales. 

12-14 John Hick: the Fifth Dimension. John Hick and Timothy Peat 

23- 26 Christianity & Buddhism: a meeting point, Timothy Peat &■ Jim Pym 

26-28 Peace by Peace. Philip Austin & Marion McNaughton •• 

26-28 Playing with Space: creating things that expand our understanding of spaces around us. Adam . 

Boulter 

MAY 

24- 26 The Spirit of Peace. Diana Lampen &• John Lampen 
MAY-JUNE 

31-3 Seeding the Spirit: The Appleseed Workbook, Chris Cook and Brenda Heales 

JUNE 

28-30 Forgiveness: Diana Lampen & John Lampen 

JULY 

5- 7 Tools of the Spirit: NLP and Spirituality. Marion Wells-Bruges 

8- 12 Being and Seeing: Inside and Outside Find your inner silence using painting/ writing. 

Julia Gordons & Judy Bromley Nichols 

AUGUST 

6- 8 Silk Painting 

9- 11 Walking with God; meditative walking, Caroline Jones 

16-18 Green Spirituality; telling our own stories. Alison Leonard and Adam Boulter 

19-23 Creative Caring for Ourselves. Diana Lampen and John Lampen 

23-26 Writing from the, Heart; reading and writing poetry that heals. Caroline Jones 

SEPTEMBER 

6-8 Buddhist Meditation 

OCTOBER 

11- 13 Transition from Work to Retirement 

12- 13 How to Run a good Quiet Day 
NOVEMBER 

1-3 Journalling, Pam Lunn 

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 29-1 Recovering from Addictions, Alex Wildwood 


e: 
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Wydiffe Ce 

' ' ‘ ' ' 


"The weekend was 
a great success; 
God was really there." 


For more information contact 

Alison Rose Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green, 
High Wycombe, Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 682266, Email: centre_enquiries@wycliffe.org 


We could talk about the Wycliffe Centre's 
beautiful location, affordable prices or delicious 
food. Instead we'll let some of our previous 
guests talk about what God has done here... 


"We were strengthened spiritually 
and in unity as a team of leaders... 
and our commitment to serve the 
Lord was greatly sharpened over the 
I weekend while at your Centre." 

Elim Pentecostal Church, Camberwell 


“It has always been obvious that the Centre is 
bathed in prayer... I thank Cod for you all and the 
way that you serve others. 

St Lukes Church Centre, London 


If you're planning an away day or 
conference, we can provide: 

• Flexibility: we cater for groups from 5-150 

• Affordability: typical cost per adult for a 
church weekend is just £62.90, fully inclusive 

• Convenience: around 30 miles from London, 
even less from Oxford 

• Beauty: peacefully situated in the scenic 
Chiltern Hills 


“...we shall be returning to London 
with several new Christians and peo- 
ple who have experienced God in a 

new and powerful way... ” 

Parish of Brentford 


Whatever your plans, we want to help you 
get away and meet God. 



ecent events in America and elsewhere raise big questions 
about the future of global Anglicanism. The Anglican 


Speak m include: 

• Archbishop George Care/ * John Stott s Chris Wright 

• Archbishop Donald Mtetemela (r»a»i * Alister McGrath & John Webster 

• Edith Humphrey S Paul Zahl % Ammi • Bishop John Chewi Sw«j 

• Bishop James Jonesilwwl) • Elaine State; I J John W 

• Bishop iosBh?earoni!sis«i 


To receive further information about this important event in global Anglicanism, please contact 
us for our brochure. Call 01865 274762 or email anglicans2002twycliffe.ox.ac.uk or visit our 
website www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk from which you can print our brochure and application form, or 
fax 01865 274215 or write to: Anglicans 2002, Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Road, Oxford 0X2 6PW. 


WARM TILES 

ELECTRIC UNDERFLOOR HEATING 
and INSULATION SPECIALISTS 

Why screed a floor when you can use 
insulation boards that do the same job 



THE PERFECT SOLUTION 

an ideal mat system for existing floors 
when tiling and laminating 
an ideal heating cable system for new concrete floors 
DISCOUNT PRICES 
Two day delivery service anywhere in UK 
For a personal service and information pack, 
v please contact 

BARRY GUEST 

Tel/Fax: 01473 725743 
Barry@warmtiles.co.uk 
www.warmtiles.co.uk 
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ORGANIST 


Sought for St Paul's Church Langieybuiy, near Watford 
Herts (middle-of-the-road Church of England). 
Opportunity for immediate start available. 
Well-maintained two manual tracker organ. R.S.C.M. 
affiliated treble and s.a.t.b. choir. Weekly choir practice 
(currently Friday). Two Sunday services (sung) with 
mainly but not wholly traditional music. Morning 
service: regular pattern of Communion and Family 
Worship. Evenings: generally sung BCP Evensong 
(currently under review], monthly communion service, 
occasional special services. In the past occasional 
orchestra at Family Worship. 

Enough scope for ablest applicant and/or ideal for 
enthusiastic beginner to gam experience. R.S.C.M. 
recommended fees, plus wedding and funeral fees as 
appropriate. Part-time assistant organist available. 

Further details from Mr Andrew Alldrick , 
tel: 01923 262104 , 

e-mail ANDREWALLDRICK@aol.com ^ 
or Mr Brian Coles , tel. 01 923 266825 


INTER AGENCY 
DAY CARE GROUP 
OXFORD 

Providing specialist day care in 
Oxford City and the surrounding 
area for elderly people with 
mental health problems 

VOLUNTEER 
DRIVERS NEEDED 

To help bring clients from surrounding 
villages ito our Day Centre at the Lilacs 
in Kidlington 

You will need your own car, a clean 
driving licence and a few hours to 
spare each week 

We will provide full training and 
mileage expenses 

For further details please contact: 

Margaret Jacobson 
Tel: 01865 372279 

Registered Charity No: 1016058 



HOME-START 

OXFORD 

NEEDS 

VOLUNTEERS 


We are a voluntary home visiting 
scheme offering support, friendship 
and practical help to families with 
young children. Could you spend 
two to three hours once a week to 
befriend a family struggling with 
early parenthood? 

• Free volunteer preparation course 

• Full support given 

For details please contact 
Lyn or Valerie on 
01865 779991 


NEWLY RETIRED? 

Don't want to stagnate? Why not consider 
a working-holiday in China! English 
native speakers are being urgently sought 
by Universities/Colleges/Hotel for 
one/ six/ twelve monthly periods . TEFLE; 
TESOL; or IELTS certificates are 
preferred but not essential 


INTERESTED 

Contact Gwyneth on 

01424 842643 or e-mail 

basilluclkin@yahoo.com 

for further details 

h ttp:// freeserve. virgin . net/basil 


Schools Oufreseh 

PASTORAL CARE WORKERS 

Primary and Secondary schools in various places 
in England and Wales are inviting us to provide 
them with high-calibre, appropriately-trained 
individuals, who will be able to offer pupils 
unconditional pastoral care. 

We are inviting applications from persons who 
will possess the right personal qualities, suitable 
experience, and a genuine sense of vocation to 
work with children and young people. 

These positions are full-time and salaried 

Starting salary £14,563 

The ability to relocate may be an advantage 

Further information & Application Form from: 

Schools Outreach 

10 High Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 8HQ 
Telephone: 01527 574404 
Fax: 01527 570321 
Email: SchoolsOutreach@aol.com 
Website: www.schoolsoutreach.com 


* 11a * 


DETACHED 

YOUTHWORKER 

Required in the Parish of Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle to continue the development of 
an innovative Youthwork Project. 

The successful applicant will be involved in: 

• Running and co-ordinating the Youthwork project 

• Demonstrating the love of God to young people 

• Reaching out to where young people are at. 

Thus the successful applicant will need to be: 

Able to contextualise the Christian faith into young 
people’s culture 

Self motivated and able to reflect on their work 

• Able to communicate effectively with interested agencies 

Accommodation available. 

Fur further information please contact 
Revd Anthony Ellis on 
01865 372230 or churchkid@tesco.net 


Viva Network, a dynamic and fast 
growing charity of Christians caring 
for 'children at risk 7 world wide has 
two vacancies based in Oxford 


qJi\Yiva 
AYi Netwrk 

PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
TO INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR 

You will provide effective secretarial and administration support, organise national and 
internatinoal travel itineraries and liaise with the Christian, charitable and business sectors 
around the world. Enjoying a high degere of responsibility, you will be an excellent 
communicator, take initiative, work effectively under pressure, be highly organised and 
possess strong IT skills. 

FUNDRAISING ASSISTANT 

Assisting the Fund Raising Manager, you will provide administrative support in all fund 
raising activities, maintain a donor database and research for new donors. A willingness 
to accept responsibility and an ability to write proposals is desired. You will have excellent 
communication skills and enjoy working in a team. Previous fund raising experience would 
be an advantage, but not essential. 

Salary for each position is negotiable. Please apply, attaching your CV to Stephen Young, 
Director of Resources (syoung@viva.org) or mail to the address below by 8th April 2002 
Viva Network, 51 West Way, Botley, Oxford 0X2 OJE www.viva.org 
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INVESTORS IN PEOPLE 


PROSPECTS (formerly A Cause for Concern) is a Christian voluntary 
organisation which values and supports people with learning disabilities so 
that they live their lives to the full. It provides a growing number of residential 
and day services for adults with learning disabilities and advice training and 
materials for churches in their response to local people with learning 
disabilities. We require committed Christians for these posts. 

Join our team in the Reading, Head Office 

400 staff located in 30 locations are supported by PROSPECTS based at our 
busy, Reading head office. 

Office Manager 1 - a key support role; co-ordinating the growing team 
at Head Office who provide advice, support and direction to the organisation. 
Personnel Officer: This varied, generalist role involves recruitment, 
salaries, contracts, health management and providing support and advice to 
our managers in the UK. Development opportunities, job share may be 
considered. 

Administrators: to provide effective cover and support to our busy 
head office. Essential are professional telephone manner, computer literacy 
and an ability to work to deadlines as part of a team. Opportunities include 
part time, permanent/ temporary and paid/voluntary or gap year. 

Working with people with learning disabilities 
Locality Manager, Thames Valley You win be responsible for 

the overall management of a small number of existing homes and day 
provision (involving a support and development of 5 current managers) and to 
take the lead role in developing new services in the area. You will have 
management experience in supporting people with learning disabilities, be 
focused on enabling people to take control of their lives, be committed to 
PROSPECTS value base, have proven leadership, team building, networking 
and communication skills, have a qualification in social work, nursing, 
education or relevant NVQ level. 

For a new project in Henley-on-Thames 

To support a new project we require the following staff to support up to three 
individuals living in their own home, so that they can live independently 
according to their chosen lifestyle. This is an exciting opportunity to enable 
people with learning disabilities to live their lives to the full. Support will 
mainly be mornings, evenings and weekends. 

Support Workers: Starting salary £11,850 - £12,205 pro 
rata. 10 to 40 hours per week, flexible - opportunities available immediately. 
You will be involved in assisting individuals in lifestyle planning and act as a 
key worker. It is desirable that you hold a current driving licence for this post. 

Opportunities in our Reading Services 

Day Opportunity Workers, Oxford Road, Reading 
Starting salary £10,006 and £10,306 pro-rata. Hours: part time, 
flexible. These are exciting opportunities to work as part of a small team in 
the preparation of community-based programmes supporting people with 
learning disabilities in developing their independence through living social, 
educational work and leisure skills. Car driving desirable. 

Support Workers level 1 - Supported Living/ 
Residential. Starting salary £10,888 and £11,213 pro-rata, plus 
sleep-in allowance. Shift work + weekends + sleep-ins. Both part-time 
and full-time hours are available. You will be working in a small home setting, 
providing care and assisting people with learning disabilities in developing 
and carrying out their own lifestyle plans. 

Support Workers level 3 - Starting salary between 
£14,565 and £15,001 pro-rata. Hours: 40 hours per week. You will 
have the opportunity to be involved in the supervision for a home Qf 10 
people some of whom have high support needs. This post would suit 
someone who is looking to move into management. 

Posts working directly with people with learning disabilities are currently also 
available in Aberystwyth, Brentwood, Bridgwater, Broadstairs, Conwy, Long 
Stretton, Shrewsbury, Telford, Southampton, Neath, Swansea and Briton 
Ferry. 

If you are interested in any of the above posts, please state clearly your 
preferred location when applying for a job pack. 

Closing dates: 

Locality Manager, 25th April 2002 
Reading Office posts, 29th April, 2002 
Henley-on-Thames post, 8th April, 2002 
Reading Services posts, 4th April, 2002 

Committed Christians interested in any of the above posts or other posts 
in the Christian Care Sector should contact either (+44) 0870 745 4826 or 
email info@prospects.org.uk or call: 

Locality Manager,: Nick Mason 01202 434480 
Henley-on-Thames post: Nick Mason 01202 434480 

Reading Services posts: Roger Darch 0118 966 0716 (Residential posts) 
Mary Walton: 0118 956 0133 (Day opportunities posts) 

Reading Office posts: Henley Preece 0118 950 8781 
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OXFORD DIOCESAN 
CONVENTION L BOOKING FORM 

.* Tj f ’* 1*4 

Parish / Deanery / other affiliation 

Title Name 1 M / F 1 Age if under 18 1 I 

The name you wish to appear on your name badge 

Address 


Post Code Telephone 

Fax Email _ 


Dietary requirements 
Disability needs 



Wed 10th July 

Thur 11th July 

Fri 12th July 

Sat 13th July 

TOTAL 

Attendance £25 Thu/Fri 
(per day) 

£20 Sat 






Late fee £5 per day 





Friday night live 

£5 if not attending Thu / Fri 





Lunch £8 



If B&B Booked 


Evening Meal £10 





Bed & Breakfast £20 

HHHI 




Creche £12 (£6 half day) 






TOTAL 

V 

■mu 






The Late Fee will be incurred on bookings received after 1 April 2002 

Please indicate age of child requiring Creche facility 

OPTIONS TO BE BOOKED FOR THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 

Please indicate your chosen Track for each day. You may chose a different Track for each day or repeat the 
Track with different selections of Seminar and Workshops. To book a Seminar or Workshop, enter the title 
and booking code listed in the centre pages of this supplement into the form below. Note that the Workshops 
for Tracks 1 and 4 will be booked on the day and therefore do not have booking codes. The programme for 
Tracks 3 and 4 will be repeated on Friday whilst the programme for Tracks 1 and 2 will be different on each 
day. Please read the notes at the start of the information on Track 2 regarding Workshop selection carefully if 
you are booking Track 2. 

THE SATURDAY PROGRAMME 

To help with planning please indicate your probable preferences for Themes on the Saturday. 


THURSDAY 

Track 


Seminar 


Workshop 1 


Workshop 2 

V 

s 


FRIDAY 


Choose any 2 of the 
following 9 seminars 

Track 


John Bell 


Seminar 


Jerome Berriman 


Workshop 1 


Lavinia Byrne 


Workshop 2 

V 


John Drane 



Joel Edwards 



SATURDAY 

Various activities will take place 
throughout the day including 


Archbishop of 
Canterbury 


Tony Campolo 


(FRIDAY NIGHT “Sf] 

Karl Moore 


God's not Dead 
Video Project 


Daleep Mukarji 


Arthur Peacock 


Tony Campolo 


Keith Ward 


Jill Garrett 

V 

y 

Tom Wright 

J 


Choose either or both of 
the following options 


It would be helpful if you could 
indicate your probable preferences 
for Themes on the Saturday. 


Life and 
Communities 


Life and 
Spirituality 


Life and 
Technology 


Life and 
the World 


Please tick 2 Themes 


I wish to take part in the final Eucharist as a musician/singer. [YES/NOi 

Instrument Played 

I Soprano /Alto / Tenor/ Bass| (delete as appropriate) 

I enclose cheque for made payable to ODBF 

Signature Date 

Please complete one form for every person coming and return completed form/s to: Oxford 
Diocesan Convention, 5 Bainbridge Road, Calcott, Reading RG31 7 BE. 

There is an online booking service for the Convention at www.oxford.anglican.org/convention/ 
Information from this form will be fed into that system. You are most welcome to book directly on 
the web, where you can see at a glance whether there are still places available on your chosen 
seminars and workshops. 


Three hundred young people sign 
up for God’s not dead! project 


There is still time for youth groups to get involved in the God's Not Dead! project, 
says Diocesan Youth Adviser, Andrew Gear, but register as soon as possible! 


THE response to the God’ s not Dead! 
video project has delightd me. The 
young people and youth leaders who 
attended the four Roadshows recently, 
all left really enthused and looking 
forward to starting filming their 
video. 

There is a danger that young people 
will get so carried away with enthusi- 
asm and forget that to make a quality 
film or audio presentation requires a 
lot of planning before ever pressing the 
record button. On-going support for 
the groups is being offered, including 
two training opportunities for young 
people to come and learn from a pro- 
fessional. The training is being spon- 
sored by the Churches Media Trust 
and young people will learn about the 
craft of writing, creating, filming and 
editing. The first of the training events 
took place on 24 March, but the sec- 
ond, at High Wycombe is on 14 April. 

Seriously good prizes 

The message behind God’s not Dead! 
is a serious one, and to demonstrate 
this, some seriously good prizes are 
on offer for the winners. The top 
prize is an opportunity for six young 
people and one leader to travel to 
Paris to visit the largest TV and film 
production facilities in France and 
maybe even Europe. The winners will 


spend two days during the summer 
holidays at the studios offering the 
chance for an in-depth look at how 
professional programmes are made. 
Other prizes include a laptop com- 
puter, digital CCD video camera, a 
portable hi-fi, plus lots of other 
film/audio related minor prizes. 

Oscars Ceremony for all 

The winners will be announced at the 
Gala Awards Ceremony on Friday 12 
July at the Diocesan Convention at 
High Wycombe. Andrew Gear says, 
‘All the groups who enter are invited 
to our ‘Oscars’ ceremony starting at 
8pm and there’ll be lots of awards, 
not just the top prizes. The winners 
will also play an important part on 
the Saturday of the Diocesan 
Convention.’ 

After that? ‘We hope that PCC’s, 
Deanery Synods, and Diocesan Synod 
will take time in the autumn to view 
and discuss with young people the 
content of their video^. We have 
asked young people for their views 
and cheir vision for the future. We, 
the adult church, must take these 
views seriously and engage with the 
issues they raise. 

For more information on God's not 
Dead! contact Andrew Gear, Diocesan 
Youth Adviser on 01865 208253. 



Will you join us in prayer for the unCONVENTIONALal? 


WILL you pray for the Diocesan 
Convention each Thursday at noon 
wherever you happen to be? The 
request for prayer for all who are 
involved before and during the 
Convention comes from the 
Planning Group. 

Gill Poole, a member of the Group 
is also organising ‘PrayerMail to cir- 
culate points for prayer and praise 
‘The unCONWNTIONal is 
mission. This is God’s mission 


in which we are engaged, and to 
collaborate fully we must sub- 
mit the whole work to prayer’, 
she says. 

‘PrayerMail’ will go out by 
email or hard copy every other 
Wednesday between now and 
July. If you would like to join in 
the important work of praying 
for the Convention contact Gill at 
<gill.poole@cms-uk.org> or 


by post: 17 Fane Road, 
Marston, Oxford 0X3 0RZ 
Items for praise or prayer 
received by Tuesday 6pm 
will normally be included inv 
the next day’s mailing. 
Contributions should be sent to 
Sally Dakin by email or post: 
<timsal@tinyworld.co.uk> or 
3 Highgrove Place, Ruscombe, 
Reading RG10 9LF. 


THE SPIRE TRUST 



Supporting Pupils in Religious Education 

'You made all of Christianity more real' 

'This has opened up our minds to the Christian 
way of Life' 

'Your really did make a difference' 

The SPIRE Trust has been set up in response to teachers' 
expressed needs. An interdenominational Christian charity, 
it provides Christian support for religious education add 
collective worship in secondaiy schools. 

It provides living Christians in secondary schools 
It provides spaces for faith and spiritual self-expression 
It provides conferences and workshops 
It challenges both believers and non-believers 
It adds value to citizenship, school assemblies and RE 
lessons 

It continues to work in the school and local community 
It encourages its donors to observe the work 
It has established a reputation of integrity and relevance 
It is highly cost-effective as it uses volunteers and local 
expertise 

It responds to specific needs 
It works beyond the constraints of the curriculum 
Its role is to educate, encourage and enable 
It monitors outcomes 

For further details please contact The SPIRE Trust, 76A St Marks 
David H W Grubb: Chief Executive Road, Henley-on-Thames, 
dgrubb@spiretrust.org.uk Oxon, RG9 I LW 

Tel: 01491 414 109 

Registered charity No. 1067308 Company limited by Guarantee, No. 3465252 


SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd 

telephone 01332 347478 
(24 hr answerphone) 
or email us at fsiltd@aol.com 

CHRISTIAN? 

SINGLE? 

WIDOWED? 

DIVORCED? 

You could wait years to meet 
someone special or you 
could contact 
NEW DAY 

INTRODUCTIONS today 
and meet someone new by 
this time next week 

Tel: 01706 224049 

email 

SueNewDa@aol.com 
www.marrigeintroductions.co.uk 
Est since 1989 

Oxfordshire 

Animal 

Sanctuary Society 

have a large number of family 
pets for adoption by responsible 
animal lovers only. 

Home required - responsible 
animal lovers only need apply. 
Cross Bred, all types and ages, incl. 
Alsatian, pet greyhound, cats and 
kittens, rabbits. 
Sponsorship of animals. 

Also adoption of animals 
Donations required urgently 
Appointments tel: 

01865 559537 
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Following ‘Stuart’s story’ 




A new biography of Lord Stuart Blanch does not always capture his robustness and sense of fun 


I WAS the junior member on a 
staff of four when Stuart 
Blanch was vice-Principal of 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. For 
three years we were col- 
leagues, sitting daily together 
and sharing the teaching load 
in a full college, he never 
pulled rank but he helped me 
constantly as a friend. I came 
to know the special Stuart 
smile of understanding and 
trust, a smile which later 
became famous on a wider 
arena when ‘my friend’ 
became Archbishop of York. 

Parts of the biography by 
Dick Williams are indescrib- 
ably boring - which is sad 
because Stuart was not a bor- 
ing person (nor is Dick nor- 
mally). Although not a gossip, 
Stuart was always good fun, 
sometimes hilarious. His 
friends are advised to skip the 
political background and 
ecclesiastical initiatives, each 
with a plethora of names and 
titles. On the other hand the 
good parts are worth re-read- 
ing and bring rich rewards to 
those who wish to follow the 
‘Stuart story’. 

His robustness of character 
may be traced back to the 
tragedy of a five year old boy 
finding his beloved farmer 
father lying dead from a 
shooting accident. With the 
love of his mother and elder 
brothers the boy grew safely 
through adolescence, learning 
to overcome disadvantages 
and achieving academic dis- 
tinction, always with modesty 


and soon with undissembled 
faith. Brenda had bravely sup- 
plied the ‘Indian’ letters, the 
record of the war-time RAF 
navigator moving towards 
ordination - bravely because 
Brenda had meanwhile decid- 
ed to join a Free Church! 

But Stuart was no push over, 
his strength of character being 
demonstrated in his way of 
handling intolerance of all 
kinds. Not that Williams actu- 
ally addresses such issues of 
character and churchmanship, 
but he does provide evidence 
for the reader to ponder. This 
is particularly the case with 
the question of ‘Canterbury’. 
Bishops attending the 1978 
Lambeth Conference were 
sure who would go to 
Canterbury after hearing 
Stuart’s addresses. His diary 
reads laconically: ‘16 July 


£16.99 


STUART BLANCH: 
LIFE 


1979 Interview with PM.’ I 
guess his unwillingness was 
more than conventional. His 
calling did not lie in adminis- 
trative manoeuvres of publici- 
ty; he eschewed speech-writers 
and spin-doctors. He was an 
unparalleled Pastor Pastorum. 
His vocation was to teach the 
Bible to God’s ministers and 
he did that from the best avail- 
able platform. 

Jack Freeborn 

The Revd ‘Jack’ Freeborn was a Tutor 
at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford from 1957 to 
1961. He lives in retirement in Halifax 
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Easter 

You're perfect, 

so you don't make mistakes, 

do you, God? 

When Jesus died on the cross 
it wasn't a mistake - 
it hadn't all gone wrong. 

Jesus let himself be taken 
prisoner. 

It was bad when the men 
hit him and hurt him 
and hung him on the cross, 
but it wasn't a mistake - 
he did it for me. 

Thank you, Jesus. Amen 

One of the prayers from Hello God 
It's Me by Stephanie King and 
Helen Mahood (Scripture Union, 
£3.99), a book of 50 illustrated 
prayers for use with 4s to 6s, about 
everyday things including painting, 
telling the time, a wobbly tooth, my 
birthday, being sorry, moving house. 



THE MARRIAGE 
COURSE by Nicky 
and Sila Lee is now 
available on video 
from HTB on 0207 
581 8255 or 


www.themarriagecourse.org 


The Lees' book, on which this intro- 
ductory video is based, was given an 
excellent review in The DOOR. 


Easter Biscuits 

READERS may remember in 
the December issue the fine 
fruit cake my next door neigh- 
bour gave me. Vera has just 
had a beautiful new kitchen 
installed and one of her friends 
brought her a lovely little 
plaque to hang on the wall. 
When I saw it I asked if I could 
use the poem with one of her 
recipes to go with it. She oblig- 
ingly came up with this one for 
Easter Biscuits - very suitable! 

So once more my thanks to 
Vera Poole for her help. 


Ingredients 

3oz of butter 

21/2 oz castor sugar 

1 egg separated 

6ozs self raising flour, Pinch of 

salt, IV 2 oz currants 

1/2 oz mixed peel 

1-2 Tablespoons milk / brandy 

A little castor sugar for top of 

the biscuits 

(makes 15 - 20 biscuits) 

Method 

Cream the butter and sugar 
and beat in the egg yolk. Sift 


by our cookery 


the flour with the salt and fold 
into the mixture with the cur- 
rants and peel. Add enough 



milk and brandy to give a soft 
dough. Knead lightly and roll 
out thinly - about l/8th inch 
thick. Cut with a fluted cutter 


writer Ann Way 

2 1/2 inches wide in diameter. 
Place on baking trays and 
cook at the top of the oven for 
about 10 minutes, brush the 
tops of the biscuits with the 
egg white and sprinkle a little 
castor sugar then bake for a 
further 10 minutes or until 
nicely browned. Cool on a 
wine rack. It was traditional 
to serve the biscuits at Easter, 
tied together in threes to rep- 
resent the Trinity. 

(Oven temp mod, 350° F , 
170°C, Gas 4). 


Christian videos for childen 


CHRISTIAN videos make 
excellent presents: why not 
give one to a godchild for 
Easter or as a birthday pre- 
sent? 

The StoryKeepers videos 
(£9.99, lasting around 50 
minutes), which have 
appeared on ITV, are very 
popular, high-standard car- 
toons written by an Oxford 
Methodist minister, the 
Revd Brian Brown. A group 
of Christians in AD 64, 
meeting in secret for fear of 
Nero’s persecution, retell 
stories about Jesus to ensure 
that they are passed on. 
There are longer Easter and 
Christmas StoryKeepers (70 
minutes). (It is worth men- 
tioning, though, that chil- 
dren may find representa- 
tions of Jesus^ crucifixion 
upsetting.) Each of these are 
roughly for the 4 plus age 
group. 



Veggie Tales (£9.99) is 
another highly popular 
series which appeals to a 
wide range of ages. Bob the 
Tomato, Larry the 
Cucumber and Junior 
Asparagus learn important 
lessons about Christian liv- 


ing through stories such as 
Where is God when Vm 
scared? and through Bible 
stories retold, for example 
Rack , Shack and Benny 
(Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego), on the theme of 
not giving in to peer pres- 
sure. They are all original, 
humorous, musical and very 
American, which is part of 
their attraction. 



Classic children’s stories are 
also good buys, such C. S. 
Lewis’ Narnia Stories (as 
shown on BBC television, 
£13.99), or Patricia St John’s 
Tanglewoods ’ Secret and 
Treasures of the Snow (both 
£12.99, for ages 10 plus). 

These are just a few of the 
growing range of Christian 
videos. Have a look in your 
Christian bookshop to see 
what they stock; they may 
have catalogues too and 
should order videos for you. 
Otherwise you can order 
them from Wesley Owen 
Direct (0800 834315; see 
www.wesley-owen.com) or 
SP Valley (01296 614431), 
but you will have to pay 
extra for postage. 


A kitchen poem for your Easter biscuits 


BLESS all this little kitchen Lord. 
Including every nook. 

And bless me too as I clean 
the sink 

Scrub pots and pans, and cook. 

May every meal that I produce 
Be seasoned from above 


With Tender Loving Care, of 
course 

But most of all your love. 

So bless this little kitchen Lord 
And all within its care. 

May they find warmth and cheer 
Herein - as well as tasty fare. 


Abbey field 

Where older people find 1 care in housing 

The Old Bakehouse, 
Chadlington 
(2 Miles Chipping Norton) 

Provides supported housing with a family 
atmosphere for seven older people. 
Our village house has a large 
garden with beautiful views. 
Housekeeper provides two home-cooked 
meals per day. Residents have their own 
furniture and belongings. 

Two vacancies at present 

From £595 per month all inclusive 
(Possible local authority funding) 

Please ring 01608 676652 
or 01608 676617 


WAR RESEARCH SOCIETY 

(est. 1972) 

BATTLEFIELD TOURS 
CEMETERY VISITS, N. EUROPE WW1 / WW2 

Somme - Ypres - Mons - Normandy - Ardennes 
- Colditz Castle - Buchenwald -Dams -Berlin 
- Reichswald - Rheinberg Cemeteries - Belsen - 
Arnhem - Prague - Dieppe - Auschwitz. 

For brochure . please send SAE to: 

Alex Bulloch 

43 Norfolk Place, Kings Norton, Birmingham B30 3LB 
Telephone: 0121 459 9008 

Organised by Scotsmen 

llMOOl 

Mationail Pak 

4 Star Self Catering Detached Cottage 
with private walled garden 
and every convenience. 

Sleeps 6/7 
Wheelchair friendly 

Brochure Tel: (01643) 841440 

email: bishop.dunn@virgin.net 


CARICATURIST/ 

CARTOONIST 


Specialising in Wedding Receptions, 
Corporate Work & Parties As 
Entertainment with a difference! 


WEDDINGS 




A popular way to thank your guests on 
your special day. 

An individual A3 black and white 
caricature/cartoon of each 
guest, signed and 
dated. 

Call Robin for 
details 

Tel/Fax: 


01280 812266 


Mobile: 07721 487421 

Email: acaricaturist@talk21.com www.caricaturist.net 






Photograph: Jemimah Wright 



2am Eucharist 


Mieke Gaynor describes an unforgettable Easter service in our 
Link Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman 


LAST year, after a three 
month stay in our link 
Diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman I spent Easter in 
our link church in St James’ in 
Galeshewe, a black township 
on the outskirts of Kimberley. 
The service was due to start at 
11.30pm but people were 
arriving some considerable 
time beforehand. As the ser- 
vice included a baptism of ten 
infants, they included not 
only adults but whole families 
complete with children of all 
ages including babies. A heli- 
copter hovered above the 
township to ensure the safety 
of worshippers to and from 
the church. The church was 
packed. There was a sense of 
expectancy in the air and 
everyone in the congregation 
had brought a candle 

The Easter fire was lit out- 
side by Father Ben Ngoako, 
the incumbent at St James’, 
and the Easter Candle, lit 
from the fire, was brought 
into the dark church with 
great ceremony and in turn 
was used to light our individ- 
ual candles. It was not until 
after the sixth lesson that 
lights were switched on and 
the church bells rang through 
the night announcing the 
arrival of Easter, the celebra- 
tion of the risen Lord. 

The Baptism of the ten 


babies was next in the order 
of service, a joyous occasion 
even if some of the brothers 
and sisters were curled up, 
fast asleep, under the benches 
or in the arms of grandpar- 
ents! After Baptism came the 
induction of new members of 
the various guilds. Guilds 
play an important part in the 
life of the Church in South 
Africa and there is a Guild for 
every age group for both men 
and women. This part of the 
service was very lively with a 
lot of movement and each 
Guild singing its own chorus- 
es and new members receiv- 
ing special collars or ties to 
denote full membership. 

Everyone had settled down 
and about 2am the celebra- 
tion of the Eucharist began. 
The service was held in 
Tswana, the language spoken 
by most of the worshippers, 
but I was able to follow with- 
out a problem as all Anglican 
services have the same shape. 
It was a great privilege to be 
able to share the celebration 
of Easter in our link parish. 
The spontaneity and the sheer 
joy in the worship of those 
present is something I will 
never forget. 

Mieke Gaynor is a member of All 
Saints 7 , Marlow. She is involved in 
furthering the link between All 
Saints 7 and St James 7 in Galeshewe. 


Hope was the theme 

of a series of relief tablets, 
made by children from 11 
Oxford schools, including St 
Andrews First School and 
Headington Quarry First 
School, both Church of 
England schools. The con- 
crete tablets, with images such 
as footprints and the world, 
were set into the grass in Bury 
Knowle Park. The Revd Justin 
Lewis-Anthony, Precentor of 
Christ Church Cathedral and 
Sheikh Mohammed Qasim 
from the Stanley Road 
Mosque (pictured with 
artist Sue Baker) took part 
in the dedication. 



Turning the heat up 

God is on the move. Evidence of this is in a disused pub in Reading. Now called The Boiler Room, it is a house for 
prayer round the clock and the extraordinary thing is that unchurched young people are flocking to it. 

Report and photographs by Jemimah Wright 


IN what was once the grounds 
of Reading Abbey, the heritage 
of prayer, serving the poor and 
pilgrimage is beginning to rise 
up again. The monks’ suppli- 
cations to God are being 
echoed by a group of passion- 
ate young people who have 
felt a burden to pray. 

Their venue for 24/7 (24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week) prayer is The Boiler 
Room, formally the Forbury 
Vaults Pub. It has been pro- 
vided rent free on a month 
by month basis, in return for 
securing the building against 
squatters. 

For a little history of the 24/7 
movement, it was started in 
September 1999 ‘by accident’ 
in Chichester by Pete Greig 
and the Revelation Church. It 
now covers 31 countries and 
involves 119 different groups 
in the UK alone. Pete’s vision 
was that The Boiler Rooms 
would be ‘like Generation X 
monasteries where people 
would be praying continually 
throughout the year, minister- 
ing to the poor and producing 
all sorts of amazing new art 
and music glorifying God.’ 

The Reading Boiler Room, 
was launched in October 
2001. It is headed up by 
Andy Freeman, who is one of 
four paid staff amongst many 
volunteers. Andy recalls that 
it was out of a place of weak- 
ness that The Boiler Room 
was born. ‘We weren’t getting 
anywhere in prayer, but we 
felt a need,’ he said. So it 
started in a room attached to 
Greyfriars Church, before 
moving to the Forbury 
Vaults. So far ten people have 
walked in off the street and 
made commitments to Christ, 
a much higher success rate 
says Andy than any of their 
evangelism efforts. 

One member of The Boiler 
Room, a young boy called 
Dan tore a ligament in the 


London Marathon and had to 
be on crutches. He went to The 
Boiler Room to pray for an 
# hourly slot, and came out with- 
out his crutches - he had been 
totally healed. No one had 
prayed for him. He had simply 
been in the presence of God. 

Sixteen churches and the 
University Christian Union in 
Reading are backing this pro- 
ject which is embracing unity 
and crossing denominational 
boundaries. The most interest- 
ing thing about The Boiler 
Room is the people it attracts 
- not only Christians by any 
means. I met about eight of 
many unchurched people (pic- 
tured right) who go there to 
hang out in the afternoons. • 
They don’t seem to mind the 
people praying around them! 
On Saturdays around 200 
unchurched youth come to 
The Boiler Room. They are 
mainly skaters who used to 
skate at Forbury Gardens, a 
park near by. Now they use 
skate board ramps that The 
Boiler Room have put up in 
their parking lot. ‘Although 
these young people are not 
from church they have a 
respect and some understand- 
ing of what we’re about’, says 
Andy Freeman. One boy was 
over-heard saying ‘Jason, 
don’t swear, God lives here.’ 

So although in appearance, 
The Boiler Room is very differ- 
ent from Reading Abbey, and 
those who go there are definite- 
ly not monks, there is the same 
integration of prayer into the 
rhythms of life. And God is 
hearing their prayers. The 
Boiler Room is calling back a 
generation lost in space. 

Details: Reading Boiler Room, 

The Forbury Vaults, 21 Abbey 
Street, Reading, RGl 3 BA 
24-7@readingprayer.com 
www.readingprayer.com/247 
0118 959 7941 mob: 07866 
099036. International website 
www.24-7.com 
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From top clockwise: The 
Boiler Room, Forbury Faults 
and also bottom picture; 
prayer corner for the world; 
Andy Freeman who heads up 
the Boiler Room, and used to 
be youth worker at Greyfriars 
church; and two 'unchurched' 
members of The Boiler Room. 




Wedding and 
Bridesmaid Dresses 


Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Drseses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 


(Childrens and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at Discount Prices 

Telephone: Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 



Joys Ikoszs H Flowers 

For all occasions/ Births/ Birthdays/ 
Anniversaries/ to say l love you/ 
Get well Soon 

12 Roses Red or Yellow, 

Pink/White or mixed £14.00 

24 Roses Red or Yellow, 

Pink/White or mixed £19.00 

Mixed Bouquets no roses, 

from £12.00 - £20.00 

40 Freesia and Ferns £15.00 

12 Carnations Red/Pink or mixed £12.50 

50 Blooms - Special Bouquet inc Roses 
- mixed flowers £20.00 

HOT UNI NUMB! ft 01491 249709 

All c/c's accepted/postal orders/cheques/euro chqs 
made payable to Joys Roses & Flowers, Flamingo, 

St Sampsons, Guernsey, Fix/Write airmail C.l. GY2 4WB 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD OX4 1HU 

TEL & FAX (01865) 722022 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
•Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods •Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 

ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


Lift up your hearts! 

‘ Righteous Father ... I made 
your name known to them , 
and I will make it known , so 
that the love with which you 
have loved me may be in them , 
and I in them. ’ John 17: 25-26 
This is the last petition of the 
so-called ‘High Priestly 
Prayer’ of Jesus. It is perhaps 
in some ways the most 
solemn of all, addressed to the 
‘Righteous’ Father, the God of 
justice and judgment. After 
all, Jesus is seeking to make a 
mark of distinction between 
his disciples, who ‘know that 
you have sent me’, and the 
unbelieving world, which as 
yet ‘does not know you’. 

The disciples ‘know that 
you have sent me’. That is a 
vital step on the journey of 
faith. They recognised that 
Jesus was from God and 
spoke with his authority. Step 
by step from that base they 
would eventually come to 
enter into a deeper knowl- 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


edge of God, which would 
bring them into the full expe- 
rience of his love and the con- 
tinuing presence of Christ 
among them by the Holy 
Spirit. The whole purpose of 
Jesus in revealing the Name - 
character - of the Father to 
them, and continuing to do 
so in the future, would be so 
that ‘the love with which you 
have loved me may be in 
them, and I in them’. They 
were to know, and beyond 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 


them all those who would 
believe in Jesus through their 
witness, that the same love as 
the Father had for the Son, 
.. and the Son had for the world 
for which he was about to 
die, would dwell in them too. 

That is the secret purpose of 
God, now revealed. Love will 
triumph: the love of the 
Father and the Son, manifest- 
ed in the world by their wit- 
ness. That truth makes a fit- 
ting end to Christ’s prayer 
and a wonderful bridge into 
understanding the events that 
were now set in train as Jesus 
and the disciples entered ‘a 
place where there was a gar- 
den’, the garden of the betray- 
al and arrest. In the end - lift 
up your hearts! - forgiveness 
will be won on the cross and 
the world, apparently so set in 
its unbelief, will crumble 
before the claims of love. 

Adapted from David Winter's 
Lent book With Jesus in the 
Upper Room (BRF). 


< 

I 




